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MR. BROWNSON’S NOTIONS OF FOU- | and we recorded our impression of it, on a 
RIER’S DOCTRINE. first reading, in the last number of the Pha- 
There runs an anecdote of a wag, who ‘lanx. It struck usas one of the most lame, 
was accustomed to assign the different parts | saferficial, mistaken and preposterous criti- 
of his good pastors weekly discourse to the | cisms that we ever read, and we were more 
true authors. “That’s Tillotson’s,” he would | than disposed to be angry with Mr. Brown- 
say —* that’s Taylor’s—-that’s Leighton’s— | Son for playing with the public in such a 
and that’s Hal!’s”—until one day the pre- | childish and miserable manner. But, on 
cher emitted a particularly stupid passage, | reading it over again, we remembered that 
when the wag shouted at the top of his a man must not be expected to be very pro- 
lungs, ‘‘and that’s his own.” We have |found or clear on a subject that he does 
found ourselves pretty much in the situation | not comprehend even in its elements; and 
of the wag, while reading, from time to} we therefore came to the conclusion that 
time, the various essays of Mr. Brownson. | We had better bear with patience, the folly 
«That's Dr. Channings,” we would say— ‘and insolence of half instructed and big- 
“that’s Cousin’s—that’s Leroux’s,” &c. until | oted scribes, who pretend to judge what 
we met his attempted refutation of Fourier’s j they cannot see. We shall, therefore give 
doctrine, when we were compelled to ex- ‘the article entire, with a few brief correc- 
claim, “that is surely hisown.” The reason | tions of its many mistakes and perversions : 
of our supposing it his own, was that we| We read, the other day, the speeches and 
knew of no man but himself, living or dead, proceedings of a Fourierist convention in the 
who would allow himself to write with |°'Y OF Diets Vouk: (1): Maipensilentwanan 
old and intimate friend of ours; several of 
such confident boldness on a subject of | the speakers were individuals with whom 
which he was so profoundly ignorant. It | we have been often associated, and for whose 
seems to be a peculiarity of Mr. Brownson, 


sincerity we would vouch with our life.— 
that the force and positiveness with which | These men have, no doubt, high and bene- 
he writes, is in proportion to his want of 


volent aims, and really believe they are pur- 
knowledge and clearness. 


suing a course likely to benefit humanity. 
There these men met and repelled with 

We had heard of this essay before it was 
printed, and therefore looked forward to it 


great indignation, the charge of infidelity, 
or of unfriendliness to Christianity, brought 
with some degree of interest We had heard 
that Mr. Brownson had given out that he 


against Fourierism, and resolved that Fou- 
was about to completely demolish ‘ Fouri- 


nierism is Christian, and that whoso says to 
erism,” and as we supposed that a conside- 


the contrary is a slanderer. All very fine, 
Gentlemen, but who has constituted you 
rable undertaking, we were naturally anx- 
ious to see the result of the experiment.— 


Judges of what is Christianity, and wko 
There were other reasons, too, why we 


will vouch for your own Christian faith, or 

be our surety that you yourselves are not, 

under the nam? of Christianity, setting forth 

; . as rank infidelity as was ever set forth by 

wished to :see an elaborate discussion of the Paine, Volney,or Baron @ Holbach ?(2) We 

matter from the pen of Mr. Brownson. We} see in your speeches nothing but a subtle 

had been too long familiar with his writings, | Pantheism, or a disguised Epicureanism.— 

it is true, to consider him much of an original eee ee peg he wae 

thinker, and we inferred from their gene ral directly the reverse of that sicload by the 
tenor, that he was aman of too prodigious 
self-conceit to do full justice to any really 
original thoughtg but, at the same time, we 
had a high respect for his metaphysical 
ability and a strong admiration of the man- 


ever-blessed Son of God. You assume the 
perfection of human nature, the essential 

ly vigor and crystal clearness of his style. 

We wished to see what a person who 


holiness of all man’s instincts, passions, 
and tendencies, and contend that the evil in 
the world comes from causes extraneous to 

seemed to have run the gauntlett of all 

creeds and doctrines, would make of a new 

doctrine that claimed a universal and recon- 


man; from causes which restrain, repress, 
his natural instincts and passions, and hin- 

ciling character, and which we> supposed 

on that account fitted to arrest iifis attention. 


der their free, full, and harmonious develop- 
ment, This is your starting-point. Chris- 
Well, Mr. Brownson’s criticism came at last, 


tianity, all the world knows, teaches that 
evil comes from within, from man’s abuse 
of the freedom essential to his being as man, 
and that, in consequence of this abuse, man’s 
nature has become exceedingly disordered, 
| his appetites and affections depraved, his 





' moral tastes vitiated, so that he craves and 
relishes the meat that perisheth, rather than 
'the meat that endureth unto everlasting life. 
| This is its starting point, and yet, though 
| you directly contradict it, we must not ques- 
‘tion your sonndness as Christian believers, 
lest we be guilty of slander! (3) 
Christianity, again, is a system of means 
divinely devised and instituted for the reco- 
'very of man from sin, his restoration to 
|justice and sanctity, and his growth in 
knowledge and love. This system of means 
you reject, and substitute therefor the disco- 
iveries of Fourier, and for the. Christian 
/Church, its ministries, sacraments, and dis- 
| ciplines, the Fourier phalanx, with groups, 
‘series, and alternations of labor. Not the 
Son of God has disclosed the Jaw of life, 
/not prophets and apostles have discoved the 
‘laws by which man is to be reeovered, and 
social harmony produced,——but one Charles 
Fourier, a merchant, or merchant's clerk, of 
Lyons. And yet, you are good Christians, 
and it is a slandet to question the eminently 
Christian character of Fourierism ! (4) 
Christianity assumes that the evil origi- 
nates in man’s abuse of his freedom, that 
here is the cause of that evil in nature and 
outward circumstances, which reacts upon 
him with such terrible vengeance ; it there- 
fore proposes, as its method of recovery, 
| to lay the axe at the root of the tree, to cut 
off the evil in its source, by purifying the 
heart, out of which are the issues of hife.— 
Teaching that our appetites, passions, and 
affections are disordered, depraved, and 
therefore not to be trusted, it lays down as 
its first and great command, Deny thyself, 
take up the cross, and follow the Master. 
It would correct the outward by first cor- 
recting the inward, bring man into univer- 
sal harmony by bringing him spiritpally in- 
to union with God. (5) Let man be right in- 
temally, and nothing in the outward will 
be evil to him, for all things work together 
for good to them that love the Lord. You 
reverse this; the natura! instincts, appetites, 
passions, and affections of man, you hold, 
are all only so many revelations of the will 
of the Creator, and the fact that man pos- 
sesses these is a sure indication that it was 
the will of God that they should be gratified. 
Instead of saying Deny rHyseLr; you say, 
very properly, taking your potnt of depar- 
ture, PLease THYSELF; and if thou canst 
not do it in society as it is, then reform, re- 
model, reorganize society, so that thou canst 
please thyself, gratify, to the fullest, each 
and all of thy passions. (6) If thou art in- 
clined to chastity, and canst satisfy thyself 
| with being the husband of one wife, or the 
| wife of one husband, well and good,—join 
|the group of the constant; if not, if thou 
| hast a craving after change and variety, and 
| wouldst have a wide experience, pass ont 
_another group, instituted expressly for such 
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as thou, and in which thou mayest, without 
fear and reproach, indulge thy taste for va- 
riety and change, to thy heart's content. — 


Yet we are slanderers, if we question at all 


your Christian character ! 

«But these are all pure-minded, pure- 
hearted, spiritual, lofty, al! but saintly men ; 
admitting that they may err in some of their 
views, you must own that they are Chris- 
tians, at Jeast, in their dives.’ What mean 
you by men’s lives? The whoie of what 
they think, say, and do? If so, how can 
you call that man a Christian in his life, 
who uses the whole weight of his charac- 
ter and talents to bring Christianity into dis- 
repute, and who proclaims boldly, in tones 
of earnestness and apparent philanthropy, 
doctrines which legitimate, nay, sanctify, 
the foulest lust, and the grossest passions 
of our corrupt and fallen nature? The man, 
who, in his private life, in secret, breaks 
every commandment in the decalogue, is a 
saint in comparison with him who corrupts 
the public conscience, perverts the princi- 
ples of men and women, and under cover 
of morality, of a Divine Law, authorizes all 
that-the revealed law of God forbids. We 
hold no man to be a Christian man in his 
life, who promuigates anti-Christian or im- 
moral doctrines. God has revealed to us 
the truth; he has instituted an interpreter of 
his Word; and error of doctrine is without 
excuse. A man may always know, if he 
will, what is the trnth. If he will not, ii 
he will not suffer himself to learn of God, 





foot and trident.-tail,and all,,and, will 
ollov Shim i crofids a8 ear he is a 
Divinity; nay, the Divinity; and ery, «All 


thrice welcome among us!” Wealth and 
pleasure are the baits with which the devil 
allures us to our ruin, and wealth and plea- 
sure are the attractions held out by our Fou- 
tierists. “Yet, in the face and eyes of the 
command, ** Lay not up for yourselves trea- 
sures on earth,” and of what ouc Lord says, | 
“If aman seek to save his life he shall | 
lose it,” they are good Christians, and we. 
are slanderers if we intimate any discrepan- | 
cy between Fourierism and Christianity. 
We know very well that Fourierists 
speak of God, of Christ, of revelation, and | 
even of the Church; but whatdo they mean | 
by these awful, sublime words? Mean?) 
Why, God is the force acting in our pas- | 
sions and instincts, blossoming in the trees, 
glowing in the stars, and constituting the “ 
| and substance of what is; Christ is the ideal® 
of perfect manhood, which, at the same. 
time, is the ideal of perfect Godhead, and | 
his significance is the identity of the human ; 
nature with the Divine; and revelatio means, | 








‘ 








that, inasmuch as the force acting in us, in our | 





instinets, passions, &c., is God, what these | 
crave must needs be the revelation or mani- | 
iestation of the will of God. The Church | 
is the house which man builds for God, not | 
ithe house which God builds for man. (8). 
|Some men are to promenade their eyes! 
over all existing sects, select out the} 








hail, the Prince of Darkness! Welcome, } bs 


Atheism of dH 


ized by open, avowed, 
i the present century, 
jas fo no inconsiderable degree 
terized by an infidelity equally 
intense, and all the more dangerous from its 
believing itself to be faith. The German 
Rationalism of Paulus, Rohr, and others, is 
worse than the Deism of Voltaire, or the 
; and Rationalism it- 
self is comparatively orthodox by the side 
of the mawkish Sentimentalism of De Wette, 
the pantheistic Spiritualism of Schleierma- 
cher, and the Naturalism of Strauss and his 
feeble echoes in this country. Infidelity, 
using, and with apparent sincerety, the lan- 
guage of faith and piety, is the most dange- 
rous species of infidelity the devil has yet 
succeeded in inventing. Our age is full of 
this species of infidelity. Our literature is 
full of it; our speculations overflow with 


‘it; it drops from the sanctuary ; it flows out 


in the political oration, and penetrates even 
the decision of the judge. We are all good 
believers; we are all enlightened, liberal 
believers ; we belieye in all sacred books ; 
we hold the sacred books of all nations to 
have been inspired,—all religions to be of 
God; for they are of man, and man is God ; 
and wherefore, then, call us unbelievers ? 
Sure enough. Nevertheless, a great work 
is to be done, not merely to bring men back 
to the simplicity of the Gospel, but to make 
them perceive evena fundamental difference 
between the New Testament and the Koran, 
the Christian Church and the institutions of 


and to be decided by God’s Word, it is from | true, and mould it into one complete and | the Arabian impostor. 


the pride of his own heart, it is from moral 


| harmonious whole. Thus you will have | 


The worst feature of our age is its mise- 


° ° ° . ° . 8 . . ° } Sof 
depravity, it is from setting himself up ; the one faith; thisone faith, working in the | rable eclecticism. It reads all, collects and 


azainst God; and no man who sets himseli 
up against God is or can be a Christian. 


Then, again, this Fourierism is nothing | 


but a disguised Epicureanism. The chief 
end of man is, according to it, pleasure, or 
happiness. The end proposed is, simply, 
to enable man te enjoy all his natural in- 
stincts and passions, so that he shall expe- 
rience no evil, be exposed to no jar or dis- 
cord, and never find any cross; and this, 
not by purifying his heart, and bringing 
him into harmony with nature and with 
God, but by bringing all out of man into 
harmony with man. What, according to 
Fourierism, is duty? Simply to enjoy, to 
provide for satisfying the passions. What 
ist to obey God? To constitute the town 
or parish so that man shall find, in its or- 
ganization, no restraint on any of its pas- 
sions, er desires. Where, we demand, is 
duty.an, the Christian sense,—duty to love 
ma, £0 love God, to live for God, and give 
one’s selffup to the commands of God? No- 
where. 1, find in your teaching nothing 
which,appeals to any other motive in man 
than’7interesti or love of pleasure. I see 
nothing incompatible with the most perfect 
Epi¢ureanism, save that the individuals 
who are; aerking sto introduce the reform 
are. not necessarily selfish, but may be dis- 
interested. But what, save Epicurean mo- 
tives, do they ‘hold: out.to induce us to join 
them? , What.in us.do-they address? Do 
they appeal to our sense of duty? No.— 
They undertake to show the capitalist that 
it will be a profitable investment of capital, 
and the laborer that it will be a profitable 
investment of labor, and the voluptuary 
that he will there find a_ pleasing gratifica- 
tion ior all his senses. , The devil has grown 
bold,.m very sooth, and no longer takes 
even the trouble to put on a disguise. (7) It 
ceases to be necessary for him to put on the 
de of an angel of light; he may venture 
forth in his own person, with his cloven 


minds and hearts of men, will gradually | 
gather around it, or rather build up around | 
it, an institution which will represent or ex- | 
press it to the world, and that will be the | 
one Catholic Church! So they are not only | 
Christians, but Catholics; who, then, shall | 
dare, henceforth, to question their ortho-| 
doxy, or hesitate to receive them as compe- 
tent witnesses and judges of the orthodoxy 
of Fourierism ? Founerism 7s Christian in 
therr sense, and if they are Christians. But, 
my good friends, the Church, that is, the 
Church of God, if it be any thing, is an in- 
stitution founded by God. himself for man, 
not an institution developed from man, or 
gradually formed through the workings of 
men’s notions of Christian truth. The one 
Catholic Church is this divinely founded 
and sustained institution, and if you do not 
mean this institution by your Chureh, then 
call your Church by another name ; if you 
are. not Catholics, in the sense defined by 
the Catholic Church herself, then do not 
deceive yourselves and others by calling 
yourselves Catholics. 

But we did not intend to go so fully into 
the religious, or rather, ualidiaon, charac- 
ter of Fourierism. We referred to it, merely 
as one of the evidences of how completely 
the sense of religion has been lost; so com- 
pletely,—and we say it with deep humilia- 
tion, for the charge we imply might but a 
iew years since have been brought with 
~ justice against ourselves,—that men 
of no mean intelligence, and of honest in- 
tentions, and even of benevolent aims, fan- 
cy themselves firm believers in the Gospel 
of our blessed Lord, when rejecting it en- 
tirely as the kingdom of mediatorial Grace, 
when denying its fundamental dogmas and 

recepts, and admitting it at all only as a 
se statement of the veriest Natural- 
ism. The patient is never in amore dange- 
rous condition than when he believes him- 





accepts all, and comprehends nothing. It 
starts with the notion, that all religions, all 
worships, all symbols, all rites, are symbols 
oi iacts, of partial truths; or, in other words, 
that each represents a correct, but partial, 
view of the truth. Thus, Paganism has its 
truth ; Mahometanism its truth; Christiani- 
ty its truth ; Catholicism its truth; Protest- 
antism its truth; Calvinism its truth ; Armi- 
nianism its truth; Trinitarianism its truth; 
Unitarianism its truth; but no one is the 
truth, the whole truth. Christianity is a 
special department of religion in general, 
and of course can eomprehend only a part 
of what is essential to religion. Alas! 
Where is this toend? Did not Jesus say, 
‘1 am the way, THE TRUTH, and the life 2” 
Do you credit him? Then how dare you 
say that Paganism or Mahometanism has a 
truth which is not in all its integrity in 
Christianity? (9) Are all the so called Chris- 
tian denominations merely sects? Or shall 
we say, that, in point of fact, among these, 
after all, is the one true Catholic Apostolic 
Church? Does the true Apostolic Church 
still subsist? If you say it does not, you 
give the lie to Christ, who declared that he 
would build his Church upon a rock, and 
the gates of hell should not prevail against 
it; if you say it does exist, can you con- 
ceive it possible for there to be any truth, 
in any of the sects, which it has not in its 
purity and in its integrity? Do, then, take 
some positon ; either accept ge Son of God, 
or reject him ; either accept the Church as 
it is, or reject it altogether. For if it has 
become corrupt, it isa false Church, was 
always a false Church, and always must 
be a false Church ; and if it be not corrupt, 
but the true Church, then to refuse to ac- 
cept it is to refuse to submit to God (10) 
Remainder in the next number. 


There are a great many points in this 
essay on which we have much to say, but 





self to be in perfect health. The Jast cen- 


as our whole doctrine is explained at large 
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in various well-known books; and as Mr. 
Godwin, (and we believe Mr. Hempel) are 
preparing treatises on the religious aspect of 
Association, we shall confine ourselves toa 
few of the more flagrant errors of Mr. 
Brownson. These we have marked with 
figures, which refer respectively to the fol- 
lowing notes. 

(1.) Let it be understood, in the outset, 
that the Convention here referred to, ex- 
pressly disclaimed the name of « Fourier- 
ist,’ and only desired to be known as Asso- 
ciationists; for the reason, that they hold 
the doctrine of Association to be a part of a 
great but undeveloped science, to which it 
is improper that the name of any indivi- 
dual, however eminent, should be affixed. 

(2.) We have never pretended to be 
‘judges of what is Christianity,” for the 
simple reason that we believe Christianity 
susceptible of infinite applications, while 
we and other men of the present day are in 
possession of an inconsiderable portion of 
it only ; but we do claim that we are gov- | 
erned in our conduct by the rules of Chris- 
tian morality, that our teachings are strictly 
in accordance with the words of the Gospel, 
and that we have faith in the whole reve- 
lation of Jesus, a reliance upon his pro- 
mises, an ardent desire to bring about that | 
“reign of God upon earth” which He so 
frequently predicted, and a complete wil- 
lingness to accept of every means suitable 
for the accomplishment of it, which he has 
sanctioned. That our principles can ever 
lead to the infidelity of Paine, Volney and 
D’Holback, we can hardly imagine, for 
they demonstrate, to our own minds, the 
false and unsatisfying nature of that infi- 


generally, and all who fully comprehend 
his doctrine, believe in the Fall of Man, 
which consisted in the substitution, by him- 
self, of individual selfishness for general 
benevolence—the selfish gratification of his 
own desires for entire obedience to the will 
of God. What do we mean, then, by the 
essential perfection of Man’s instincts, &c. 
&c? Why, we mean that the same essen- 
tial passions, which misdirected and misap- 
plied, lead only to evil, would, if rightly 
directed, lead to good. The question as to 
how these passions can be rightly applied. 
belongs to the next part of our discussion. 

(4.) Itis untrue that we reject Christian- 
ity as a system of means, divinely devised 
and instituted for the recovery of man from 
sin, &c.; we accept it, and with it, the 
Christian Church, its ministries, sacraments 
and disciplines; and we simply look upon 
Association as a divinely-devised means of 
rendering that Christianity more effective in 
its application to the mass of men We do, 








instituted, by Christ or by the Church? The _ 
fact is, that Christ has only disclosed. the 
general principles by which men are to be 
governed, and has left the specific applica- 
tion of them in the various spheres of duty, 
and at the different stages of human pro- 
gress, to man himself, who is to be gov- 
erned in making such applications by all 
the light of science, experience and truth 
which He may have sent into the world. 
If that light comes through the Church, 
well and good: we will use it; but if it 
happens to come from an individual man, 
not in Holy Orders, we do not feel author- 
ized to shut our eyes upon it, any more 
than we should on a telescope or a steam 
engine made by uncanonical hands. 

Let ns remark, however, not to be mis- 
understood, that we believe the Bible con- 
| tains all truth, although we only see a por- 
tion of it now. As farther revelations are 
needed by Society, God will raise up men 
to extend its interpretation, and reveal the 








however, reject the idea that Christ has | mysteries now hidden in the “ letter.” 


specifically revealed all the ‘‘ means ” by | The small sneer at the close of this sen- 
which the knowledge and practice of his’ tence, at the ‘‘merchant’s clerk—-one Charles 
religion can be rendered more universal. | Fourier,” comes with bad grace from one 
The matiner’s compass, and the steamboat,| Mr. Brownson, who was formerly —a 
for instance, have been important agents in | blacksmith—one of the most honorable facts 
the christianization of the nations, yet | in his career. Christ was himself the son 
we are not aware that they are particu-|of a carpenter—a reason why Christians 
larly described by Christ. And so, we | Should never look with contempt upon any 
think the serial organization of industry | laborious calling. That Fourier was a mer- 
would be an important agent in the further chant’s clerk, was of God’s appointment; 
extension of Christianity, although it is not | for it made him acquainted with the infer- 
scientifically described in the Gospels. No | nal fraud and depravity of ** civilized” com- 
one disputes that the Son of God has dis-| merce, and Jed him to think of the right 
closed the Law of Life, although it is pretty | way of putting an end to its baneful inco- 
evident that selfish men have obstructed the | herence. He deserves lasting remembrance 





delity, and teach us to avoid it as dangerous 
to the peace and virtue of society. 

(3.) It has been our conviction all along, 
that our “starting-point” and ‘ method” 
were precisely the same as those of Christ ; 
and if theyare not so, then we are certainly 
acting under a gross delusion. It is true, 
that we hold to the orzgznal perfection of 
human nature, according to Scripture, which 
says, when God created man, He pronounced 
him good ; but at the same time, we hold 
that man has fallen from this “ essential 
holiness,” and become corrupt—so much 
so, that he is wrong in nearly all his ways 
and thoughts. Yet it is not true that we 
look upon this corruption as proceeding sole- 
ly from extraneous causes. Man was him- 
self the author it, through “an abuse of 
the freedom essential to his being as man,” 
so that, ‘in consequence of this abuse, his 
nature has becoffie exceedingly disordered, 
his appetites and afiections depraved, his 
moral tastes vitiated, and he craves and rel- 
ishes the meat that perisheth rather than the 
meat that endureth to eternal life.” This is 
our starting-point, and we conceive that 
whoever contradicts us, questions our 
soundness as Christian believers. It is pos- 
sible that some of the disciples of Fourier 
have made incautious and incorrect state- 





ments as to the origin of evil, but his school 





i free course of that law; so that there is, 


consequently, no harm in attempting to dis- 
cover the way of removing those obstruc- 
tions, and giving tha law a practical valid- 
ity. That Jaw of life, as we understand it, 


is, “Thou shalt love the Lord, thy God | 


with all thy heart, we. and thy neighbor 
as thyself;’* but the present organization of 
society is such that seven-eighths of man- 
kind are prevented from fulfilling it as it 
should be fulfilled. Now we wish to bring 
all the social relations of men into complete 
harmony with that law, by practicing what 
we can demonstrate scientifically to be the 
true organization of society ; and for this, 


we are accused of opposing Christianity ! | 


Does Mr. Brownson mean to assert that 
man has nothing to do but to preach and 
pray, and go to church and receive the sa- 
craments? If so, why does he himself take 
so earnest a part in the political controver- 
sies of the day? Has the proper form of 
goverment for this country been “ disclosed” 
by the Son of God? Is the Democratic 


party, which Mr. Brownson sustains with 
so much inconsistent vehemence, one of the 
“«divinely-devised and instituted means ?” 
He can certainly mean no such thing. In 
a subsequent part of this same essay, he re- 
cognizes the ‘‘necessity of industrial associa- 
tions ;” let us ask him, then, when were they 


| —being a merchant's clerk, for bending his 


|noble faculties to the high themes with 
I which he was during his whole life en- 
gaged. Such one-sided and comparatively 
_puny thinkers as our Boston Reviewer, 
may turn up their noses at one of the most 
gigantic intellects that God has vouchsafed 
the earth, but in doing so, they only place 
themselves on a level with a certain Lil- 
liput who played a dirty trick on Gulliver. 

(5.) We will only observe of this objec- 
tion, that we propose to correct both the out- 
ward and inward together, and not any one 
of the two, at the expense of the other— 
the inward by the adoption of sentiments of 
fraternity and religious unity, and the out- 
ward by conforming all our external rela- 
tions to the dictates of such sentiments. 
The difficulty at present is, that men now in 
possession of an * inward principle” of har- 
mony and good will, cannot act it out in all 
the relations of life, except by the most 
painful struggles and conflicts, and then 
only in the most imperfect manner. The 
generosity of an employer, for instance, 
may prompt him to place all his workmen 
in circumstances of greater comfort, yet he 
cannot do this unless he ruins himself and 
his own family. There is an immense 
amount of religious truth and love in the 
world, which is comparatively ineffective, 
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from the-want of concentration, and which | 
-would be rendered altogether’ effective if it 
cotild be ‘brought to the minds of men, now 
80 scattered, so obscure, so worn down with 
toil and ‘care, and depraved by the tempta- 
tions of business and of corrupt associates. 
<« Reform the inward man,” says Mr. Brown- 
son, “ and nothing in the outward will be evil 
tohim.” This isnot so; you must reform 
both the inward and outward, if you would 
have the perfect man. We have, however, 
no space for dwelling upon all these topics. 
and we make on this head only three re- 
marks referring to Mr. Godwin’s book, and 
the writings of Mr. Doherty, of London, 
for fuller explanations. 1st. There are 
large classes in existing society who cannot 
be reformed inwardly, until a change takes 
place in their outward circumstance, for the 
reason that they cannot be reached by reli- 
gious influences, while all the actual influ- 
ences about them are corrupting. 2d. Mere 
reform of the individual is not all that is 
necessary; he must be not only reformed 
frem his present disfigurements, but all his 
faculties and susceptibilities mus‘ be per- 
fected. But to perfect him, if it were pos- 
sible, and still leave his outward circum- 
stances the same, would only be to render 
his life more miserable. Suppose the organ 
of hearing made more sensitive, in the 
midst of that horrible discord which prevails 
in our cities, would it be any benefit to the 
individual? In the same way, would he 
not add to his sufferings greatly, if his moral 
sensibilities should become more acute ? Let 
the outward be reformed, and then the in- 
ward progress would be a delightful and 
glorious gain. For, 3d., there is‘a mutual 
soLIDARITY among the members of society, 
as there is among the members of the body, 
so that one member cannot suffer or rejoice, 
as St. Paul says, unless the other members 
suffer or rejoice with it—a fact, by the way, 
which lies at the bottom of the true doctrine 
of the Church. This notion of solidarity, 
strange to say, we first acquired from the. 
pen of Mr. Brownson ! ! 
(6.) Here is another misconception of 
one of the fundamental principles of Fou- 
rier. Neither he, nor any of his disciples, 
lay it down as a rule that you must please 
yourself, understanding by the term, that 
you must freely indulge all your propensi- 
ties, without regard to what are commonly 
considered the dictates of morality. Our 
position is this—that man has a harmonic 
and a subversive destiny, the former char- 
acterized by disorder and incoherence in all 
his relations, and the other by order and 
convergency. The one is exceptional and 
temporary, pertaining to the infancy and dis- 
ciplinary state of a race, and the other es- 
sential and permanent, pertaining to the 
maturity and advanced developement of that 
race. During the former, i. e. under the 
*‘curse,” constraint, repression and self-de- 
nial are absolutely necessary, as can be de- 
monstrated in many ways; but under the 
latter, i. e. the redemption—force and con- 











straint will give place to attraction or love. 


| Perfect justice, perfect truth, perfect good- 


will, perfect devotion to the highest welfare 
of others, are duties, according to Fourier, 
of perpetual obligation, under all circum- 
starices; but he adds that they can only be 
accomplished in incoherent society, by the 
most rigid self-restraint and discipline, 
whereas in a truly organized society, their 
accomplishment will be in entire concord- 
ance with the gratification of all our essen- 
tial desires. 
unconditional “ Please thyself” out of such 
a doctrine, without a wilful and gross per- 
version of it, surpasses our ingenuity. If 
Mr. Brownson will read our books he will 
see too, that Self-denial is an essential func- 
tion of the soul, and the essence of religion. 
pinding us to God. 

(7.) For it is not pleasure or happiness 
that Fourier makes ‘the chief end of man.” 
The chief end of man he holds to be Uni- 
versal Unity, or the Unity of man with na- 
ture, in creative art and industry, the Unity 
of man with man, in true social relations, 
and the Unity of man with God, in true 
worship and devotion to his Will. These 
are the highest dutzes of man, for the exe- 
cution of which he was placed on the earth. 
His main task is to find out, under all the 
teachings of Providence and Revelation, 
both natural and inspired, the best methods 
of adorning and governing the globe, by 
labor ; the best methods of constituting his 
relations to his fellow men, and the best 
methods of worshiping the Creator in holi- 
ness and truth. In the fulfilment of this 
three-fold obligation alone, says Fourier, 
can he attain his true Happiness ; for Har- 
mony, Justice, Truth, Order, Peace, Unity 
are Happiness, and to nothing else can we 
look for Happiness, or we should say Bless- 
edness, for when these are reached there 
will be no Aap about the matter. Happi- 
ness and Universal Unity, rightly under. 
stood then, are convertible terms, and are 
frequently used as such throughout the wri- 
tings of the Phalensterians. The attributes 
of God are Wisdom and Love, and when 
his creatures are brought to obey the laws 
of that Wisdom, then he communicates to 
them the fulness of that Love. It is a 
miserable prevarication for any man to at- 
tempt to deduce the notions of a voluptu- 
ous Epicureanism or a barren Utilitarianism 
out of such glorious truths as these ! When 
Mr. Brownson, therefore, asks us, what 
motives we hold out or what duties we ad- 
dress, we answer him the most exalted mo- 
tives and duties that can influence the hu- 
man heart. It is true, that we sometimes 
appeal to inferior considerations, but it is 
always in subordination to the higher. We 
believe that ‘«godliness is profitable,” and 
so state to men, but not that * gain is god- 
liness ;” we would not “make ourselves 
friends of the Mammon of unrighteous- 
ness: for we hold that if men “ seek the 
Kingdom of Heaven, all worldly comforts 
will be added unto them,” or in other words, 


How it is possible to get an. 









that by the justand economical arran 
and distribution of the functions and pro 3 
ceeds of industry, the wealth of ‘mankind 


would be immeasurably increased. God is - 


good, and if we are faithful to his laws, he 
will pour into our laps, untold treasures, 
both material and spiritual. Does not Mr. 
Brownson believe this too ? 

(8.) When our eyes first fell upon these 
few paragraphs, we could scarcely credit 
their sight; we thought there must be some 


typographical or other error, by which the — 


writer had been made to utter what he did 


not mean; we could not conceive how any | 


honest man could invent such abominable 
distortions of the views of his fellow-men, 
and then proceed gravely to reason upon his 
own falsehood. Mr. Brownson, be it re- 
membered, is here asserting as to a matter 
of fact and not interpreting an opinion. 
Now, we will not accuse him of deliberate- 
ly speaking what he knew to be untrue; 
but we will say that for some cause not 
known to us, he has seen fit to put forth 
aS gross a misrepresentationas was ever 
coined. The same freedom of Janguage in- 
dulged in on any subject of business would 
render the falsifier liable to an action at law. 
He has not stated correctly our creed on any 
one of the points he enumerates—neither 
as to God, nor Christ, nor Revelation, nor 
the Church—but in regard to nearly all has 
most inexcusably misstated what we believe. 
This we shall show. 

In the first place, let us remark however, 
that the disciples of Fourier have not yet 
determined or established any particular 
creed on various minor points of religious 
controversy. They have thus far simply 


come before the world as the teachers of a. 


Science, which they wish to see judged of 
on scientific grounds alone, and not by the 
arbitrary standards of sects or parties. They 
propose a scheme for the organization of in- 
dustry, the adoption of which they insist 
would be an immense step in advance of 
existing civilization. The real issue which 
should be raised against them then, is 
whether this plan is really in advance of 
the present system, whether it is consistent. 
with itself, whethor it is in accordance with 


the analogies of nature, and whether it is: 


practicable. At the same time, looking. 
upon the spirit of Christ’s religion as the 
necessary animating principle of all reforms, 
they have turned their attention, more or 
less, to religious doctrine. Our views in these 
respects were thusexplained in our Address 
to the People of the United States. The 
extract is long, but is pat«to our present 
purpose. 

“‘ The basis of our Reform is Religious, 
although we wish to urge it only on the 
ground of Science. Our present aim is to 
conciliate, to a certain extent, all Sects and 
Parties, both in Church and State, by a plan 
for introducing Truth and Equity into our 
Industrial arrangements—which plan we 
can prove to be inconsonance with Revela- 
tion, because it is Science. We accept the 
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Book of Scripture as a standard both of 
Faith and Morals; and the Book of Nature 
as a test and standard of principles of 
‘Science, and by this double standard we re- 
quire to be judged——received or rejected. 
‘The American Associationists, the only 
name by which we wish to be known, are 
not a sect in Politics or Religion ; they ask 
all sects in Religion to try their principles 
for rendering Truth and Equity practical by 
that universal standard which all Sects adopt, 
the Bible ; and they ask all parties in the 
State to leave the revolutionary field oi party 
strife, and look dispassionately at universal 
principles of Scientific and Social progress. 
“We long for unity among the material 
interests of men as the necessary ground- 
work and condition of higher spiritual uni- 
ties. We wish to see the Truth and Love 
that are already in the world made practi- 
cal, that by the very practice of them we 
may ascend to still superior degrees of Truth 


and Love. We think that the time for ex- 
citing and bitter controversy has ceased, and 


that the time for harmonious, friendly ac- 
tion has come. We think that the human 
mind has already run into a sufficient num- 


‘ber of ultraisms to develope the infinite va- 


riety of its faculties and characters, and that 


‘the period has arrived for a general recon- 


ciliation. Matter and Spirit, Man and Na- 
ture, Earth and Heaven, have been too long 
at war; henceforth let them be at One. 

* Associationists are not indifferent to Re- 
ligious inquiry ; they have a profound faith 
in the religious origin and destiny of the 
human soul; they believe in the Scriptures 
as the word of God ; they trust in the uni- 
versality of Providence ; they hope to see 


~ the kingdom of Heaven realized on Earth. 


But they cannot set up any distinct theologi- 
cal creed, nor can they rely upon mere reli- 
gious enthusiasm in the propagation of re- 
form. And the reasons for their remaining 
neutral in these matters are, ihat in the mul- 
tiplicity and conflicts of warring sects, they 
do not know which to adopt as exclusively 
in the possession of the truth; that they 
have already recruited to their ranks per- 


sons who are individually connected with | 


every existing Church, such as the Roman 
Catholic, the Episcopalian, the Presbyte- 
rian, the Unitarian, the Universalist, the 
New Church, &c.; that they believe it to 
be the most just and rational policy to re- 
main on the positeve grounds of science 
which they can understand, without adven- 
turing into the uncertain fields of specula- 
tion or polemics; and that the tue Christ- 
ian spint, at this age of the world, demands 
the toleration of all who conscientiously ad- 
here to religious truth. We recognize the 


‘right of every individual to remain connect- 


ed with any branch of the Universal Church 
in which he may have been taught, or which 
he has conscientiously adopted; while we 
wish to hold up the science of Association 
as an Universal Science, at the service of 
every Church and Party. 

“We do prot st, however, against the 





fanaticism which claims the religious char- 
acter exclusively for those engaged in doc- 
trinal disputes or sectarian declamation, and 
which argues that a scientific body must be 
necessarily material or irreligious in opinion 
if it does not directly advocate some pecu- 
liar religious creed. We wish to promul- 
gate the principles of Science and Order in 
Society; to neutralize the influence of a 
deadly selfishness and antagonism, both on 
the external condition of men and on their 
religious and political speculations ; we wish 
to feed and clothe the poor, and harmonize 
the worldly interests of all parties, that re- 
ligion may have universal and unceasing 
influence in reforming moral feeling and 
preparing souls for spiritual purity here and 
hereafter; and if for this we are to be ac- 
cused of want of Faith and Religion, we 
must censider the accuser as destitute of 
charity, and a bigot. [1 is not true religion 
that opposes Science, nor can it be true 
Science that opposes true Religion, since 
they mutually illustrate and assist each other 
in the redemption of Humanity from igno- 
rance, from disease, from suffering, from 
wrong, and from spiritual death. 

‘«« But we take higher than this mere de- 
fensive ground; we have positive princi- 
ples to teach; we are propagandists; and 
while we steadily refrain from mingling 
with the peculiar religious feelings of any 
sect or individual, we yet assert that the true 
organization of every sect is only to be 
found in the principle of Association. Re- 
ligious truth is the principle of unity and 
harmony, but it cannot be realized in prac- 
tice universally, without a correspondent 
unity of action in the sphere of worldly in- 
terests. Association is the true form for the 
practical embodiment of religious truth and 
love; and while Attractive Industry and 
Unitary Combination are not themselves Re- 
ligious Unity, they are the body or co'lect- 
ive form in which alone the ordinances of 
Christianity, the spirit of Religion, the Uni- 
versal Church can be incorporated, practi- 
cally and incessantly ; for without the Body | 
the Spirit cannot be fully manifested on 
Earth. 

‘An important branch of the divine 
mission of our Saviour Jesus Christ, was to 
establish the kingdom of Heaven upon 
earth. He announced repeatedly, the 
practical reign of Divine Wisdom and Love 
among all men; and it was a chief aim cf 
all his struggles and teachings to prepare 
the minds of men for this glorious consum- 
mation. He proclaimed the universal broth- 
erhood of mankind—he insisted upon uni- 
versal justice, and he predicted the triumphs 
of universal unity. ‘ Thou shalt love,’ he 
said, ‘the Lord thy God with all thy mind 
and all thy heart, and all thy soul, and thy 
neighbor as thyself. On these two com- 
mandments hang all the Law and the Pro- 
phets.’ Again: ‘If ye love not one another 
how can ye be my disciples” <I have 
loved you, that you also may love one an- 





other.’ « Ye are all one, as I and my father 


are one.’ Again: he taught us to ask. in 
daily prayer of our Heavenly Father, ‘Thy 
Kingdom come, thy will be done on Earth 
as itis Heaven.’ Aye, it must be poner, 
actually executed in all the details of life! 
And again, in the same spirit his disciples 
said, ‘Little children, love one another.’ 
‘If you love not man, whom you haye 
seen, hew can you love God whom you 
have not seen? And in regard to the form 
which this love should take, the Apostle Paul 
says, ‘ As the body is one, so also is Christ. 
For by one spirit we are all baptised in one 
body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles,’ &c. 
‘ That there should be no schism (disunity) 
in the body, but that the members should 
have the same care one for another ; and if 
one member suffer, all the members suffer 
with it; or one member be honored all the 
members rejoice with it.’ ‘ Ye are members 
one of another.’ 

*« These divine truths must be translated 
into actual life. Our relations to each 
other as men—our business relations among 
others—-must all be instituted according. to 
this Law of Highest Wisdom and Love. In 
Association alone can we find the fulfilment 
of this duty ; and therefore, we again insist 
that Association is the duty of every branch of 
the Universal Church, Let its views of points 
of doctrine be what they may—let it, hold to 
any creed as to the nature of man—or the 
Attributes of God—or the offices of Christ 
—we say that it cannot fully and practically 
embody the spirit of Christianity out of an 
Organization like that which we have de- 
scribed. It may exhibit, with more or less 
fidelity, some tenet of acreed, or even some 
phase of virtue; but it can possess only 
a type and shadow of that Universal Unity 
which is the destiny of the Church. But 
let the Church adopt true Associative Or- 
ganization and the blessings so long prom- 
ised it shall be fulfilled. Fourier, among 
the last words that he wrote, describing the 
triumph of Universal Association, exclaims 
—* These are the days of Mercy promised 
in the words of the Redeemer, (Matt. v; 5,) 
«Blessed are they who do hunger and 
thirst after righteousness, for they shall. be 
filled,” It is verily in Harmony, in Asso- 
ciative Unity, that God will manifest to us 
the immensity of his Providence, and that 
the Saviour will come according to his word, 
in ‘all the glory of his Father”: it is the 
Kingdom of Heaven that comes to us in 
this terrestrial world; it is the reign of 
Christ; he has conquered Evil. Christus 
regnat, vincit, imperat. Then will the 
Cross have accomplished its two-fold des- 
tiny, that of Consolation during the reign 
of Sin, andthat of Un:versal Banner, when 
human reason shall have accomplished the 
task imposed upon it by the Creator. « Seek 
ye first the Kingdom of God and his right- 
eousness'—the harmony of the passions in 
Associative Unity. Then will the Banner 
of the Cross display with glory its device, 
the augury of victory ; in Hoc Signo Vin- 
ces; for, then it will have conquered evil, 
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conquered the gates of hell, conquered false | nounced that he has found the Ture ann | planets and satellites must revovle, drawing 
philosophy and national indigence, and spu- | NATURAL METHOD of investigation, or in | all the light and life there is in them, from 
rious civilization ; et porta infert non pre- | other words, the LAW OF THE SERIES, | his infinite fulness. 
‘palebunt.’” or the law by which God has distributed |. Does Mr. Brownson regard Paganism, 
Mr. Brownson intimates that he has read | the harmonies of the Universe—the genera- | Mahommedanism, &c., asallevil? If not, 
this address ; yet, in the face of its solemn, | try formula of creation—the mould of uni- | then there is some good in them, which we 
emphatic, and unequivical professions of | versal order, by which variety is harmonized | are bound to seek ; and if he does, then he 
faith in the Bible, and in Jesus Christ, he | in unity, and which is the source of spiritual |is at war with the Roman Church, which 
asserts that we are about the veriest infi- | Jibertyand Jove. He holds thatall natural ob- | is just now his standard of authority. 
dels on the face of the earth—that our God | jects, that all the functions of vegetables and | Moehler, one of the most eminent of the 
‘is a “mere force acting in our passions | animals, that the passions of the human soul, | Romanist writers, page 155, is decided on 
and instincts, and blooming in the trees,” |that the developments of history, all are | this subject. He says— Nowhere are the 
&c.—that our views of Christ are only ra- | regulated by Providence according to this | religious ideas found pure; nay, every- 
ne tionalistic, that we hold revelation to be the | law—simple in its unity, but infinite in its } where they are polluted with great errors ; 
qa) ‘blind « cravings of our instincts,” &c., and | variety of applications, and therefore that’ yet in superstition, faith lies concealed ; and 
that we utterly deny the church. Shame | human creeds, either in perversion or purity, | this is the good element in the former. Even 
‘upon you, Mr. Brownson, for ‘such unjust | are the results of the workingsof this Law— | in the grossest Fetish worship, the aspira- 
i and malignant slanders, which when found will explaiv alike their | tion of the human soul toward God is not 
A We will, however, for the sake of those | aberation and their truth. Every variety | to be denied,it proves that fallen man is still in 








who do not belie and abuse their neighbors, | of doctrinal opiaion is the result of a pecu- | possession of spiritual powers.” He is 
| be a little more explicit on these several | liar character of mind, in a particular state | here replying to the Lntherens as to their 
itt points. Fourier only regarded himself as | of positive or negative development, and as | notion of the extreme corruption of man 
at a man of science, and was strictly faithiul |God does not allow useless things, but | worked by the fall, and endeavors to show 
“to his mission in that respect. He did not|causes even the wrath of man to praise | that in our worst estate, as heathens, we are 
\ meddle with theology, as such, leaving it| Him, has its special function in the Uni- | not “all evil,” which he illustrates by the 
A wholly to the church; nor did he runj| verse, and when mature in growth, will | religion of the Chinese and Hindoos. In 
through the whole circle of moral doctrine, | ultimately be harmonized in unity. There | all these, he argues “a divine spark still 
Ae it adopting and rejecting each successively | is not a weed of natural or spiritual growth | glows,” they are “ kindred to divinity,” 
pat} with an insane and satanic virulence: but, | that comes into the world without a use, | bearing “« an image of the God-head,” and 
waa “whenever he had occasion to speak of re- | and our duty is to learn the use of things, | evidences that men are ‘striving after the 
Hii ligion, in reply to the shallow and bitter | both good and bad. This we cando by the | truth.” Shall we not be permitted to in- 
i) sophists of the French press, he professed a | Law of the Series, which explains all mys- { quire then what this “divine spark” is, 
WY, faith in the Scriptures and in Jesus Christ, | teries in nature and in Revelation, in the | wherein “ the element of good” consists? 
| } i! as his ‘Saviour’ and “ Redeemer.” He| Word and the Work of God. Now, we! We doubt whether Mr. Brownson would 
Hat regarded his discovery of the true Social} venture to say that M. Brownson, who | deny this, so that his sneer at those who 
: AL Order, as a discovary of God’s will as to | talks so confidently of Fourierism, never | collect all and accept all, is more malicious 
i Social Organization, and as the means of in- | thought of this law ; we know that he does | than just. We have as poor an opinion of 
a troducing that “ Reign of Heaven,” which | not understandit ; and we ourselves, though | the ‘“electicism” of Consin, which Mr. 
yi , 
Ub Christ had foretold shouid come. His con- | we have been engaged for several years in | Brownson lately taught so earnestly, as he 
rf ceptions of God were not ‘‘a subtle panthe- | the study of Fousier, are only imperfect in | now has; butit isa lamentable error to con- 
i ism,” but justthe reverse. God was to him | it, although there are others who have it | found that system with the method of those 
ayes an holy, good, wise, and perfect Being—a | completely in their possession. who have the central truth, the law of the Se- 
Li + Personality, who governs the worlds with | 9.) The charge of “miserable eclecticism” | ries, which enables them togroup all varieties 
bie infinite wisdom, love, and power—the au- | cannot be brought against us ; for, with the | of doctrine in proper gradation, as those . 
re thor of our spirits, and worthy of eternal | « law of the series,” we have the Naturat | who know the laws of motion can group 
! i! adoration. Of Christ, as we said, he al- | werxop of investigating whatever of truth | the planets about the sun, in their relative 
Bit ways spoke as the “ Saviour of our souls,” | or error there may be in prevailing faiths. | bearings and distances. We do net believe: 
Fiat the scriptures he held to bea revelation | Mr. Brownson is right, however, in saying | that any of the positive faiths which have had 
bet from God, and to the church he appealed | that we think all religions and worships | even an unimportant influence on the minds 
i) ‘ as an authority; but on this last point he | contain partial truths, and that Paganism, | of men, are wholly worthless—much less 
a Mahommedanism, Calvanism, Unitarianism, | those grand and stupendoss fabrics of opin- 
are fragmentary aspects of the one univer- | ion, which have been the life-guidanee of 
sal truth. But we do not hold these fragments | countless millions of men, during long ages 
tobe of equal importance. Some are on the | of struggle and earnest seeking. But do we 
circumference of the circle, and some near | by this accept those faiths in any improper 
the centre; but all are valuable in the study | sense? Certainly not ! 
of the designs of Providence, and of the de-| We are not materialists, because we find 
velopements of the human mind. Nor doja great and important. fact at fhe bottom of 
we regard «Christianity as a special de- | materialism, nor are we spiritualists, be- 
partment of religion in general,” but the re- | cause we" believe in the affirmations of 
verse, which is that all the good contained | spiritualism. For, the reason is, we do not 
in various forms of religion are included and | accept either materialism or spiritualism 
resumed in Christianity, which is the cen- exclusively, but admit what seems to us to 
tre, the life and soul, the alone fully true, | be true in either, and reconcile the two as 
absolute, universal religion, destined to con- | we may. Yet, whether we can reconcile 
centrate all varieties of partial light in its | them or not, we believe them, and leave it 
own general central unitary effulgence.|to profounder investigations to discover 
Christ is the sun of the spiritual world, and | the mode of reconciliation. So when the 
as our sun is the pivotof the planetary world, | Owenists preach to us that man is a crea- 
so He is the pivot around which all spiritual ‘ture controlled by his circumstances, we 
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KY is nowhere explicit. As to his diciples 
ii d they have been recruited from all classes of 
114 thinkers, and have brought into the school } 
tH some of their former doctrines, not with a 
{ view, however, of seeing them adopted, but 
1 in the hope that the time was at hand when 
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all diversities of doctrine would be reconciled 

in harmony. Those among them who have 

investigated the religious aspects of Fourier’s 

doctrine; such as Mr. Muiron of France, Mr. 

* Doherty, of London, and to some entent, Mr. 

IM Hempel, Channing, Macdaniel, Dana, God- 

win, and others in this country, have come 

hy ah) to many positive conclusions on the points 

Wh left untouched by their leader. In arriving 

at these conclusions, they have had an ad- 

' vantage over Mr. Brownson and others, | 

| i that they are not left to arbitrary methods 
f 
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. of research, nor to their individual reasons. 
Fourier, among other discoveries, has an- 
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confess that he is; and when Mr. Emerson 
tells us that the Sou! controls outward cir- 
cumstances, we concur with him; but we 
differ from both, in not accepting their views 
respectively, as exclusive of the other, butas 


mony. Indeed, we think that in the prac- 
tice of Association, both opinions would be 
demonstrated, so that the influence of cir- 


cumstances on man, and the influence of 


man over circumsiances, would combine 
and blend in beautiful union, leading to re- 
ciprocal perfection. But we cannot dwell 
on this. 

(10.) Here then we come to the gist of 
Mr. Brownson’s objection to “ Fourierism,” 
and apparently everything else in the uni- 
verse—the Church. Having wandered, like 
a lost child, through a wilderness of meta- 
physical and theological systems,Mr.Brown- 
son at last found out, that there was in the 
world such a thing as the Christian Church ; 
and having found this out, he straightway 
resolved, as is his wont when he chances to 
hit upon a truth that almost everybody 
knew before, that there was nothing else in 
the world. For the last six months or more, 
he appears to have seen, heard, talked, 
dreamed of nothing but the Church. Itis his 
present hobby, which he rides on all occasions 
and in all places. He will hardly allow a 
man to eat his dinner, or do other naturally 
necessary things, unless he first consults 
the Church. Yet, incredible to relate,when he 
has been asked what he meant by the Church, 
he has been obliged to confess he did not 
know! Jt was'a mysterious entity existing 
some where—he could not tell where —butat 
any rate, nothing could be done uatii its 
sanction had been first received. Even 
when the essay to which we are replying 
was written, he had not discovered his long 
sought Church, for, ina subsequent page, he 
whimpers that he is “ without a home.” 
But foward the close of the number, he 
faintly stammers out, that for the present 
he must put up at Rome. Well, we are 
glad that Mr. Brownson has found a resting- 
place—be it only a temporary one—after so 
many wanderings; and we hope, that he 
will now calmly survey, from his sacred 
retreat, the field ever which he has gone, 
and, instead of blindly denouncing the poor 
wayiarers who are following his footsteps, 
let him lend them a kind and courteous hand 
of assistance in their perilous journey. As 
to ourselves, however, let us say, that, new 
as this matter of the Church is to him, it is 
not new tous. We have, for sometime, been 
aware of its existence and its claims, and 
while he was battering its wa!ls, were snug- 
ly seated on the inside. By this we meaa, 
that Fourier and his School did not take an 
attitude of hostility to the Church. They 
propose a broad and sweeping reform, it is 
true, but it isa peaceful reform, within the 
Church and within the State. We ask no 
man, who adopts our methods of industrial 
organization, to come out of the Church; 
we tell him to remain where he is, until in 


the Providence of God he is called to take | thority, whatever sickness may afflict the 
another step; if his mind is undetermined | Minds in-power for a while. — 


on the matter, he must get the best light he | 
can; but, whether determined or not, we. 


; ,do not counsel him to revolt against existing 
both partially right and susceptible of har- | 


The principle itself, however, of divine 
authority should always be upheld, respect- 
ed, and revered; for, without unity, there 
is no life, and Catholic authority is the em- 


authorities either in Church or State. Our! bodiment of unitary or collective life. But 
position in this respect was made known in | then, authority which does not foster pri- 


an accredited publication, some three years 


‘since, when Mr. Brownson had not yet 


‘ed or otherwise prepared to read and un- 





consciously turned his face toward the 
Church—from which the following is an 
extract : 


The ‘confession of our Faith” being full 
and universal in the Word of God itself, we 
do not subscribe exclusively te any one 


in Christendom; but the difference between 
our private views ef Christian doctrine and 
those taught by authority in any of the 
churches is limited to the mere human un- 
derstanding of the Word of God, which we 
believe infallible in itself, however incom- 
pletely or improperly interpreted by human 
reason, and exclusive creeds; in which the 
consciences of men, particularly clergymen, 
have been imprisoned for a while: and we 
regard the advocacy of especial creeds by 
clergymen as that of hireling barristers, 
who plead from arbitrary laws and creeds 
for worldly fees as often as from conscien- 
tious motives. | 
Let us not, however, be misenderstood to 


say that any of the various “‘ confessions of | 


Faith” in Christendom are absolutely false | 
or unscriptural; we do not mean to say so; 
but we deem them incomplete in affirmation 
and delusive in negation: sickly and sick- 
ening in professions of exclusivism: subver- 
sive in duplicity and not organic in variety 

We believe that it is the duty of the 
Church to give complete instruction to all its 
members, and that every person so instruct- 


y One’ Jatitude of one small country. 
alone of the various ** confessions of Faith” | 


vate judgment as an element of progress, 
and assimilate the truths elaborated periodi- 
cally in the sphere of individual investiga- 
| tion with regard to doctrine, acts insanely 
|and must die eventually of sheer inanition, 
| as an individual who refuses to take nour- 
_ishment of modern growth, believing there 
is nothing wholesome in the world but 
what aos tae already grown within the 
But ortho- 
‘doxy is still more insane, for it expects the 
people to feed constantly upon the stale 
food prepared a theusand years ago, and 
hashed and stewed repeatedly in Protestant 
amalgamation without any new addition of 
importance to give flavor to it. 


When orthodoxy which has long ago 
passed through the system of digestion, is 
served up again repeatedly for food, it cau- 
ses spiritual pestilence or infidelity, and 
men refuse te feed upon it. In disgust they 
lose their rationality, denying that there isa 
God, or that such spiritual food can be from 
heaven. 

Let it not be said that we cofound the 
Word of God with orthodoxy: we do not. 
The spiritual food that is required must still 
be gathered from the field of Revelation; 
but old creeds of orthodoxy, like the stale 
food, are not the wholesome sustenance re- 
quired for living bodies. The field of Reve- 
lation must be cultivated to obtain new 
spiritual food from year to year, as the great 
field of Nature must be cultivated to obtain 
new food for the material body. 

In conclusion we may state that all par- 
tiesshould conform tothe established Church 
and her authority, because 











derstand the Word of God, is bound in 
duty to “search the scriptures” for 


Ist. If they do not know how to instruct 
themselves in religious doctrines and opi- 





knowledge, and make known the light 
which God has given him, but not to claim 
authority for individual opinions in opposi- 
tion to the Church; whether it be right or 
wrong in doctrine; sincere or not, in its 
professions. 

lf any private view at any given time, be 
more enlightened than the form of doctrine 
taught authoritatively, it will be ultimately, ' 
we believe, adopted by the church and} 
taught accordingly: meanwhile it has no| 
right to claim authority beyond the sphere | 
of private judgment and subordinate asso-" 
ciation. 

Liberty of private judgment then, and to- | 
leration of opinion, is all we claim, subor- | 
dinate to the authority and discipline of the | 
established Church -in all religious doc- | 
trines. | 

Nor is there any danger to be apprehend- | 
ed for the liberty of conscience, in this sub- | 
mission to authority, or right or wrong in | 





Church of Christ. 


nions, they should allow the church to in- 
struct them ; and 


2d. If they do, with the help of God, know 
how to obtain instruction br themselves, 
and their opinions happen not to coincide 
exactly with the doctrines of the Church, 
they should conform submissively to her 
established disciplines, until their private 
views are better understood and finally ac- 
cepted by the church ; which, if true, they 
will be ultimately, and, if incorreet, they are 
better far without the sanction of authority. 


This we believe to be Catholic doctrine 
conciliating the right of private judgment 
with that of Apostolical authority and uni- 
tary discipline. 

Human creeds may err, and pass away 
successively, but not the Holy Catholic 
The Word of God is 
perfect and immutable, but human under- 
standing is progressive; therefore the inter- 
pretation of the Word of God and the dis- 


its particular creeds of orthodoxy; for, if | eoveries of science in the field of Nature 
the individuals invested with authority for | may vary with the various degrees of un- 


the time being, should be less intelligent 


| and conscientious than the general body of 


the people who have no authority, the prin- 
ciples of truth rejected by the sickly minds 
of those in power, will be rapidly assimi- 
lated by the great majority without authori- 
ty; and as the ministers of power are always 
a minority in numbers they will be sup. 
planted by more healthy minds ir course of 


derstanding in the huvan mind in every 
age ; and thence we are told to ‘ seek first 
the kingdom of God and his righteousness 
and all these things (worldly blessings) sball 
be added unto us!” Spiritual doctrines of 
the Church at any given time are to be 
‘known by the fruits which they bear in ul- 
timates or natural society. 
Those who have faith in this Promise 





time ; and thus the sacred principles of 
truth will ultimately be invested with au- 


mut know that all worldly blessings have 
not been added unto the people of Christen- 





wey 





“ower |. 


Sank Xs 
i 


~~ 


* 
“sh 


os pin ee 


ren ad 
oe 





204 





THE PHALANX. 








dom, and, therefore, they ought to know | dispensation, would come to an end, and be 


that they have not fulfilled the conditions 
of the promise, by “seeking frst the king- 


dom of Gol and his righteousness ;” or i | 


they have been seeking, they must confess 
they have not been seeking in the right 
way. Eighteen centuries of sad experience 
prove that we have all been seeking in the 
wrong direction and that a new direction 
must be given to our seeking before we 
can find the kingdom of God and his righte- 
ousness. But, in order to know what this 
new direction Ought to be, we must know 
what the old direction is, and its delusive 
tendency. 


If Mr. Brownson now asks us what we 
mean by “the Church,” we reply, thatas a 
School, we do not pretend to decide on the 
exclusive claims of the various ‘ denomi- 
nations” which pretend to be the One Holy 
Catholic Church. We have as yet found 
in none of them those signs of unity and 
universality which must belong to the 
True Church, although there are types of 
both Oneness and Catholicity in all. For 
this reason we conform to the disciplines in 
which we were educated, until God gives 
us light enough to take a higher position. 

The writer of this, however, holds cer- 


.tain views of the Church, in which he be- 


lieves he has the concurrence of many of 
his co-laborers. In the first place, we are 
quite sure that the Romish Church is no 
more One and Catholic than the Oriental, Eng- 
lish or other Churches. There have been 


times when that Church was little more than | 


a conclave of squabbling priests ; its pretend- 
ed infallible authorities have been often at 
open war with each other; and it is even 
now as much disturbed by intestine disputes 
and restlessness, as any of its neighbors— 
i.e. if Pope Gregory’s encyclical letter of 
1832 is to be believed. Yet the dogmatic 
theology of that church is perhaps more 
liberal than that of the majority of Protes- 


tants. In the second place, we are sure | 


that the Romish Church, inspired and in- 
fallible as it may be, has committed some 
very gross mistakes in matters of science, 
and condemned a great deal that is excellent 
in literature, besides usurping a power over 
the individual conscience, for which it has 
no warrant in Catholic tradition or Scrip- 
ture. 

«What, then,” exclaims Mr. Brownson, 
“dil not Christ institue.a Church?” We 
answer, yes! but that church has_ not 
yetcome in its fulness and glory. Mr. 
Brownson is a metaphysician, and will 
therefore excuse us for using the metaphy- 
sical language of Coleridge in explaining 
what we mean. We say, then, that the 
one Holy Catholic Church of Christ has al- 
ways existed prothetically—but that it has 
never existed synthetically. As a. funda- 
mental principle in potentiality, not asa 
synthesis of subject and object—i. e. as 
an actuality, has it been established. It 
seems to us that the Scriptures imply 
throughout, and it is quite certain that near- 
ly all denominations of Christians have be- 
lieved, that the present dispensation, as a 


the Second Coming of Christ. All those 
glorious descriptions, and promises towards 


—all those commissions of high and infal- 
lable authority—apply to this Millenial or 
New Jerusalem Church—to this risen and 
glorified body of the Lord, who will then 
put all enemies under his feet. Let us here 
repeat what we have said to Mr. Brownson 
in another place. 


‘s The Church, it is true, is the body of 
Christ, but it is his broken body: it is 
crumbled into pieces, and, like the fleshly 
body which was typical of it, must die and 
‘be buried, but after the third day rise again, 
a glorified body, and-ascend to sit at the 
rizht hand of God. Let us go a little more 
into detail. 

The true Church, we have said, must be 
characterized by the two divine qualities of 
unity and universality: for the Truth, like 
God, must be one and universal. Truth, 
from the very nature of it, is neither sepa- 
rable nor exclusive. It is one, though 
various, the junction of the two, unity and 
variety, making what we mean by univer- 
sality. 

Now, in the Providence of God, there 
has been a nation, a Church, which repre- 
sented His unity. That nation was the 
Jewish, which worshipped one God, in 
one temple, according to one law, and 
through the medium of one series of cere- 
monies. 





Gentilism, in contradistinction to Jewism, 
represents division. Its characteristic fea- 
ture is poly heism ; it is the worshipper of 
Nature ; it has personified nature in all its 
parts ; it has subjected the innumerable de- 
partments of the material universe to the 
control of imaginary deities; it is various, 
fragmeatary, and conflictive. 


There has been a Jewish Christian 
‘Church and a Gentile Christian Church, 
‘each characterized by the respective pre- 
dominant feature of the two dispensations. 
|The first was what is known as the Primi- 
‘tive Church of Jerusalem, the Church of 
| St. James, described in the Acts of the 
Apostles. Little is there said about it, but 
this single thing, which is remarkable: 
‘And all that believed were together and 
had all things common, and sold their pos- 
sessions and goods and parted them to al! 
as every man had need. And they contin- 
ued daily, WITH ONE ACCORD, in the temple, 














did eat their meat with gladness and single- 


favor with all the people.” There has never 
been another Christian Church like this, 
for all that have come alter it have been 
Churches of the Gentiles—of dispersion, of 
variety. 

It is a notable fact this, that while there 
have been thousands of Christian Churches 
of the Gentile sort, there has been but one 
Christian Church of the Hebrew kind. 
Moreover, this one Hebrew Church was 
the mother of all the rest, and was the only 
one that ever held the Christian Church 
together in unity, the only one in which 
there existed the Christian principle of As- 
sociation, ** You are all one, as I and my 
Father are one.” When this Church Was 
destroyed, after the siege of Jerusalem un- 





der Titus, the Gentile Churches split into 
fragments, to fulfil their own especial func- 


and breaking bread from honse to house, | 


ness of heart, praising God and having | 


tions as ministers of the Dispersion. Every 


followed by another, which is spoken of as a effort to bring Gentilism under 


an esiastical bond, has failed and must 
fail, Mr, Brownsoa and the Puseyites to the 
contrary notwithstanding, until the princi- 


the Church, in which Sacred Writ abounds | ple of law—the divine law of unitary and 


universal government—is introduced. The 
Jews, being the repositories of the Mosiac 
Law, typify this unitary and universal law 
of social government, the coming in of 
which is mystically foretold under the 
' figure of the gathering of the Jews. The 
Church is then, not Gentile only as at 
present, but Jewish also; and it is this im- 
portant fact to which the Primitive Church 
especially calls our attention, for along with 
community of interests, it observed all the 
rites and ceremonies of the Mosaic Law, 
and attended regularly at the mimistration 
of the Temple. During nearly forty years 
of such ministrations, it directed the move- 
ments of the whole Christian world. It 
did not, however, impose the Jewish obser- 
vances upon Gentile Christians. It could 
not. They were local observances con- 
fined to Jerusalem. And so long as Jeru- 
salem was a locality, in such locality could 
the rites and ceremonies of Jewism be ob- 
served. 


But Jerusalem is destined to become a 
universality—a doctrine—a faith—a hope 
—a principle—a common bond of unity— 
the city of God, whose walls are salvation 
and its gates praise—the joy of the whole 
earth; and until this happy period arrive, 
the Gentiles are dispersed, each people, 
sect and party to its own function, to work 
out the spiritual problems of the dispersion, 
till God arise the second time to gather the 
cispersed of universal [srael on the earth as 
he pementy gathered the dispersed of the 
particular Israel on the mountains of Syria. 
Any attempt, therefore, of a one-sided 
Gentile Church, be it Roman, Anglican, 
Grecian, Puseyite or Brownsonese, will fall 
because it has not the principle of univer- 
sality and unity. The Jews remain the same 
until the end, protest-ants to the Church of 
the dispersion, ‘until the times of the Gen- 
tiles be fulfilled; and then all Israel shall 
be saved,” &c. Were the conversion of 
Israel to take place as the Christians expect, 
by mere conversion to Gentilism, Israel 
would be lost, the distinction between the 
two Churches would be annihilated, there 
would be no apparent end or purpose served 
by the eighteen hundred years of protest, 
which the Jews have kept up against the 
Gentile Dispensation. 





| Why, that neither Jew nor Gentile are to 
enjoy the privilege of subduing each other, 
but that a new people is to arise, reconciling 
the principles of both, and by joining the 
| varzous and the one, make that true univer- 
| Sality which will be the character of the 
| third dispensation. The law of Moses will 
then be restored in its glorified substance ; 
the priesthood of Aaron will be revived in 
its glorified substance; then both Law and 
Gospel will be fulfilled, and the truth of each 
be made manifest. The God-man Jesus, 
the individual Christ, will be magnified 
from the individual to the universal, and the 
whole Church become the body, (no longer 
broken,) of the Son of God, and partakers 
of his divine nature. Christian Association, 
as pre-figured in the earliest Church, will 
come down from Heaven with power and 
great glory.” 








We have other remarks to make in the 
next number. 


W hat then, is our conclusion from all this?” 
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LETTER FROM MR. BRISBANE. 

Tue following letter from Mr. Brisbane, 
received by the steamer Britannia, will be 
read with interest by our friends every- 
where. 

Paris, June 13th, 1844. 

To the members of the Associations now 

formed or organizing in the United 

States : 

Frienps—You will, no doubt, be grati- 


fied to Jearn of my sate arrival at Paris, and | 


of the cordial and enthusiastic reception 
with which I, as Representative of the As- 
sociationists of America, have been greeted 
by the disciples of Fourier in France. The 
open arms with which I have been received 
by the friends of the cause here, has indeed 
been most gratifying to myself, on personal 


grounds, and also in a much higher degree 
“as an earnest of that grand brotherhood of 


all nations and all the members of the race, 
which a strong sympathy in one common 
cause is soon to bring upon this earth. 


I have explained to our friends here the 
nature of our great practical movement in 
favor of Association, which is now so 
powerfully agitated, and they feel deeply 
rejoiced that a People has been raised up by 
Providence, the laboring portion of which 


is intelligent enough to understand, and |- 


otherwise able to realize, in practice, the 


‘great principles of social science discovered 
_by Caries. Fourter. 


In Europe—the 
‘most advanced portion of the globe—they 
can only be carried ont with the aid and 
consent of that portion of the population 
least interested in reform, and most deeply 
tainted with the selfism of civilization—the 
rich and the great—and in all other coun- 
tries, ignorance and despotism are insupera- 
ble barriers. 


Every aid and facility that the friends of 
Association in France can afford to their 


fellow-Associationists in America, in the | 


way of extending their knowledge of Social 
Science, and helping in the sphere of prac- 


tical organization, will be rendered most) 
To this end a copy of the 
voluminous and precious manuscripts left: 


cheerfully. 


by Fourier, will be confided to me. Copies 
and drawings of the plans of the Edifices 
of an Association will be made, and also of 


the Domain, including the location, relative | 
proportions, and distribution of the gardens, | 


fields, &c. &c., during my stay here, and 
all other information of a theoretical or 


practical character, possessed by our friends | 


in France, will be communicated to me. 


To accomplish these designs will require | 


my stay here for the remainder of the pre- 
sent year, at least, and I shall not be able 
to return to America before April next, when 
1 hope to join my friends again ‘in my na- 
tive land, and hold myself in readiness to 
lend the Associations which may desire my 
assistance or advice, all the aid in my power, 
by furnishing them with plans and direc- 
tions, and visiting them personally. 

As we in the United States are now en- 


tering into the sphere of practical organiza- 
tion, which at the outset must, of course, 
be more or less experimental, it is of the 
highest importance for the success of our 
cause and the welfare of the Associations 
coming into existence, that all the know- 
‘ledge that can be obtained calculated to 
|make our cause clear and easy, shall be 





| concentrated; and I shall receive from the 
| frends of the cause here the results of their 
_ studies, and their advice and counsel. 

Permit me to advise you to make, during 
the present year, all the preparations in your 
| power—such as preparing brick-yards, col- 
_ lecting building materials, planting nurseries 
of fruit-trees, obtaining as many different 
species and varieties os grains, vegetables, 
flowers, and animals, as possible, and all 
other objects necessary to the material or- 
ganization of a Phalanx. While here, I 
will be happy to procure such varieties of 
fruits, grains, &c., peculiar to France and 
other parts of Europe, as may be desired 
and ordered. 


| 
} 





! 
| 





With the warmest wishes for your wel- 
| fare, and the strongest assurance of my de- 
sire to co-operate with you as far as possi- 
ble in the noble work in which you are 
now embarked, I subscribe myself, most 
cordially, 
Your obedient servant, 
A. BRISBANE. 


Mr. Brisbane has intimated his willing- 
ness to procure seeds, plants, animais, &c., 
which may be obtained through the Editors 
of the Phalanx, by giving directions, and 
remitting the money to be expended. ®ur 
next will probably contain some interesting 
information concerning the cause of Asso- 


the Pope himself, who forms alliances and 
enters into contract with people who deny 
the Divinity of Christ? The agent of the 
Pope, -in contracting for a loan with an Is- 
raelite banker, does not make a point of at- 
tacking his religion; and why should IU, a 
simple individual of no authority, take upon 
myself to force conformity with my reli- 
gious feelings and opinions? Some of my 
partisans are Jews ; and what have I to do 
with that?) My science, being purely in- 
dustrial, is equaliy free to all religious sects ; 
and though I am myself a Christian, I only 
teach the science of attractive tndustry ; 
and neither my religion, nor my science, 
are affected by the peculiar opinions on re- 
ligion held by those who advocate my the- 
ory. 

If, then, it were true, (but it is not,) that 
the orator, Mr. V. Considerant, had professed 
opinions in opposition te the Gospel, my 
principles could not be held responsible for 
his errors, or for any opinions contrary to 
my own. 

But the fiery Gazetie has brought my 
name in question, and declaimed against 
what its scribes are pleased to call Fourier- 
ism, indicating my theory of attractive tn- 
dustry. Amongst a number of perfidioas 
misrepresentations, the scribes have manu- 
factured and inserted a dozen lines or more, 
in which Jesus Christ is really 1NsuULTED, 
BUT, BY THE SCRIBE OF THE GAzETTE, who 
has falsely attributed them to Mr. Conside- 
rant, whose written and spoken opinions 
are diametrically opposed to those attribut- 
ed to him by the impious journalist. 

Mr. Considerant immediately threatened 
the Gazette with an action for libel and de- 
famation, if his own reply were not imme- 





ciation in Europe. 
——— 
SECOND PART 
OF FOURIER’S REFUTATION OF THE 
GAZETTE DE FRANCE. 


For some time past the secret influence of 





diately inserted; but the perfidious journal, 
‘not daring to refuse insertion, evaded the 
| effect of justice, by an unfair manceuvre in 
_ the printing, anda delay of three weeks time 
in its edition for the provinces. 

These scribes say, that «« I wish to be the 


the philosophic Pandemonium had enjoined God of the material World,” and sometimes 
the discipline of general silence in the press, | they dub me with the title of ‘* Messiah.” 
concerning the science of * attractive indus-| What a pity it is they do not add a hand- 
try,” but the indiscreet Gazette has disobey- | some pension to these Godlike honors ! 

ed the word. It is proverbially noted for| Is it, then, pretending to deify one’s-self, 
| its gossiping propensity, and notwithstand- | when one simply follows the divine pre- 
the tactics of obscurism, one of its scribes, | cept,—‘ Seek, and ye shall find ?* and hav- 
| inspired with a new idea, has aimed a fatal| ing discovered any of the laws of God and 
blow of calumny against my principle, by | Nature, is it infringing on the power of God 
charging them with insult to our Saviour, | merely to explain those laws to man? Did 


Jesus Christ. 

The cause of this attack was a speech 
made by one of my partisans, at a scientific 
meeting on the subject of aftractive indus. 
try ; after which, the orator, Mr. V. Consi- 
derant, took part in a religious controversy ; 
a subject quite foreign from my science; 
and, therefore, whatever may have been said 
on such a question, does not, in the least, 
affect my responsibility. I never interfere 
with the religious opinions of those who 
adopt my princip'es of science, nor do I 
deem it necessary for me to do so. 

Why should I be more intolerant than 





| Kepler and Newton pretend to be gods when 
| they discovered and made known the laws 
| of God concerning our solar system and the 
mechanical equilibrium of celestial bodies ? 

On the contrary, I am, perhaps, the only 
person who has fully ruined those who re- 
ally usurp the right of God. I have pro- 
claimed the principle of a Universal Provi- 
dence, and, in virtue of that principle, the 
necessity of seeking for the pre-ordained 
laws of harmony and unity relating to so- 
ciety, instead of trusting to the arbitrary 
laws of man. Jesus Christ himself repeat- 
edly enjoixed us to seek for God’s social 
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code of laws, and predicted its discovery 
when truly sought; and if those who take 
credit to themselves for ultya-piety, had suf- 
ficient hope and faith in Providence, they 
would adhere to the letter of the Gospel dis- 
pensation, and believe our Saviour, who as- 
sures us that his Heavenly Father’s Provi- 
dence extends even to the numbering of the 
hairs of our heads. It is, indeed, injurious 
to our Maker to doubt his Providence in 
pre-ordaining laws of social harmony for 
man, when he see that, from the greatest to 
the smallest works of his creation, he has 
provided laws of unity and harmony for 
their correlative conditions. Having pro- 
vided Jaws of social unity for the enormous 
globes revolving in infinity, and also for the 
smallest insects inhabiting those globes, 
tiow is it possible to think he would neg- 
lect to make a similar provision for the so- 
cial regulation of mankind? “Has he not 





draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, 
and honor me with their lips; but their 
heart is far from me. But in vain do they 
worship me, teaching for doctrines the 
commandments of men.”—(St. Matth. xv. 
7, 8, 9. 

It is saute false, then, to say that I pre- 
tend to be a God, either of the MaTeriaL or 
the spiritual world. 
which belongs to Cesar; and to God, that 
which belongs to God, the right of legisla- 
ting for humanity. But why should the 
scribes of the Gazette accuse me of wish- 
ing to be the ** God of the material world ” 
more particularly ? This is a point requir- 
ing explanation. 

It is said that my principles aie subvers- 
ive of Christianity, because they tend to 
harmonize in regular development, those 
passions or sources of activity in the human 
soul, which Christ enjoined us to subdue 


provided fer the fowls of the air, and how | and mortify. Now, in the first place, no- 


much more worthy are we than they ?” 


' thing could tend more to subdue the pas- 


It is impious, then, to doubt the Provi- | sions in perfect harmony, than my science 
dence of God ; and Jesus Christ has told us | of passional mechanism and attractive in- 


that our duty is to *‘ seek that we may find” | 
the code of social liarmony and justice which 
our. Heaveuly Father has prepared for us 
from all eternity. It is, in fact, impossible 
to think that God has not provided for the 
most imperious of our wants, a code of har- 
mony for human society, to regulate indus- 
trial economy, producing an abundance of 
worldly comforts, for the happiness of all 
_in perfect justice, and applicable to all the 
nations of the earth without exception. 
The discovery of this code of social laws, 
is the task assigned to us by Christ himself, 


concerning this probationary state in which | 


we should prepare for an hereafter; but 


philosophy has left us neither faith nor' 


hope in the universality of God’s providence, 


nor a spirit of charity extending to the whole | 


of human-kind. 

Philosophy only talks of gaining riches 
for one or two nations of the earth, leaving 
the rest to languish in ignorance and mise- 
ry. Forgetting that God is the Creator of the 
whole universe, and that his laws are made 
for all his creatures,—from the greatest to 


the smallest, the planet to the insect,—our | 


modern legislators and philosophers have 
usurped the power of God; neglected the 
study of his laws of harmony, and made 
society the tool of men like Bartholus, Cu- 
jas, Mirabeau, and Target, of whom it 
may be said with truth, that they usurp the 
power of God in governing society by arbi- 
trary rule, instead of following the precepts 
of the Gospel, and studying the will of 
Heaven : for, not only do they themselves 
refuse to study the will of God revealed to 
us in his eternal laws of mental, moral, and 
mechanical attraction, but they even vilify 
and persecute whoever questions their so- 
phistical infallibility. 

Christ has plainly told us what we are 
to think of such scribes and philosophers 
** Ye hypocrites,” says he, ** well did Esai- 
as prophecy of you, saying,—This people 











| dustry, which prevents excess by infinite 
variety of action ; andas fer the doctrine of 
mortification, it is not true that Christ intend- 
ed it to last for ever. It was only meant to 
last during the periods of social incoherency 
which mark the progress from the fall of 
man to the full regeneration; and in these 
periods of ignorance, privation and injustice, 
it is absolutely necessary ; but when, “ by 
seeking, we have found the kingdom of 
Heaven and its justice,’ which means the 
laws of moral equilibrium in the physical 
and mental activity of human society, there 
will be no longer any need of an oppressive 
discipline to make us pure in heart and 
mind. We shall then be governed by a 
law of love in expansive equilibrium, infi- 
nitely more efficient than the law of fear, 
and compressive self-denial. 

We must, of course, admit that the law 
of self-denial and positive restraint is abso- 
lutely necessary in the present state of 
things; but Christ, in telling us to ‘ seek 
the kingdom of heaven and its justice, that 
all worldly comforts may be added unto us,” 
has also given a foretaste of physical en- 
joyment to those who manifested faith in 
his prediction. At the feast of Cana, did 
he not change the water into excellent wine ? 
and did he not multiply the loaves and fishes 
to feed the multitude whose faith had led 
them to the desert with him? This miracle 
he worked to recompense their faith in 
trusting to his power without anxiety for 
their own comfort. He himself took plea- 
sure in speaking of his own dependency : 
‘‘ The foxes have holes, and the birds of 
the air have nests, but the Son of Man has 
no where to repose his head.” 

He also rebuked those who accused him 
of faring sumptuously; saying,—* John 
the Baptist came neither eating bread nor 
drinking wine ; and ye say, He hath a De- 
vil. The Son of Man is come eating and 
drinking, and ye say, Behold a gluttonous 


I render to Cesar that. 





man and a wine-bibber, a friend of publi. 
cans and sinners. But wisdem is_ justified 
ofall herchildren.” It is evident, therefore, 
that he deemed wisdom quite compatible 
with worldly comfort, and in order to join 
precept with example, he took his seat at 
a table served with delicacies, ia the house 
of a publicaa who invited him ; and when 
the courtezan anointed his hair with per- 
tume, he rebuked the publican who blamed 
her for her services. To the woman herseli 
he said, «‘ Thy sins are forgiven: thy faith 
hath saved thee.” Compassionating with 
the sex that is most oppressed, he pardoned 
Magdalene and the adulteress, rebuking 
those who had accused them. Nor did he 
forget to say, ‘‘ My yoke is easy, and my 
burden is light.”—(St. Matth. xi. 30.) 

It is clear, then, that our Redeemer was 
no enemy to riches and refinement; all he 
commanded was, that to worldy pleasures 
we should add a genuine faith in universal] 
providence, and a proper use of heaven's 
bounty, in seeking for the kingdom of jus- 
tice and the science of social harmony. 

Nor be it said that Christ, in speaking oi 
the kingdom of Heaven and its justice, al- 
luded to a future life alone, where worldly 
comforts are spoken of in allegory, for he 
knew well that neither food nor raiment 
would be wanting there. It is not, then, of 
a future state he speaks, in promising us 
worldly blessings: and, the better to pre- 
vent mistake, he adds, ** Let those hear who 
have ears to hear,” meaning that his para- 
bles were true both ways, and that there 
are two kingdoms of heaven; one already 
in existence, and another to be finally es- 
tablished upon earth. 

Philosophers deny al] this, and ridicule 
the notion of a better state of things, because 
it has been hidden from their mental vision ; 
and the unreflecting public fondle the delu- 
sion. This state of things is spoken of in 
Scripture, where it says—* They are as the 
blind Jeading the blind.” 

St. Mark has truly said of these, “ Ye 
neither understand the Scriptures, nor the 
power of God.” 

A single instance of the power of God is 
quite enough to prove that the pretensions 
of philosophy to regulate society are incom- 
parably deficient. The sole power of dis- 
tributing our faculties, gives our Maker the 
facility of rendering any social law attrac- 
tive and complete; while philosophers, who 
have no such power, can never make us 
like their schemes in opposition to our na- 
ture. 

On the other hand, we are sure to err in 
misery by submitting to the arbitrary laws 
of human reason, which are not attractive 
to our innate feelings: for philosophy has 
not the power of altering our faculties, so 
as to adapt them to a liking for oppressson, 
poverty, pr sons, hulks, taxation,and anzt- 
ety, with all the ether “graces” of human 
legislation and “liberal perfection.” 

These considerations are alone sufficient 
to inform us that God must have originally 
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made a plan for social happiness, and that 
it is our duty to obey the Gospel, in «‘ seek- 
ing for the kingdom oi Heaven and sits jus- 
tice,” revealed to us in all the laws of natu- 
ral phenomena in matter and in mind. 

Such will be the mechanism of passional 
attraction and industrial economy. And 
Jesus no doubt alluded to the scientific mis- 
sion of an interpreter of these laws, when 
he said, “‘I speak to you in parables; but 
he who will come after me, will speak to 
you in spirit and in truth.” He who wished 
“that the things of Cesar should be given 
unto Cesar, and that the things of God be 
rendered unto God,” also wished that hu- 
man reason should be left to do the work 
imposed on it by God; and thus reveal to 
man the kingdom of Heaven and its justice, 
in the scientific mechanism of attractive in- 
dustry based upon the principles of moral 
and religious unity. 

As John the Baptist came beiore Christ 
with the mission of precursor, to announce 
the coming of the word, so another was to 
come after Christ with the mission of coad- 
jutor, to study and reveal the laws of social 
mechanism by which peace and plenty will 
reward the general practice of truth and jus- 
tice, and the human race commence the 
work of absolute regeneration. 

This is the task of the Messiah, of whom 
M. de Lamartine, in his conversations with 
Lady Esther Stanhope on Mount Lebanon, 
spoke as being “ yet to come,” affirming 
“that those who are now living will see 
him with their own eyes, and for whose 
mission all things seem to be preparing in 
the world.” 

But here, again, we may apply the words 
ef Christ, ‘‘Do not ye after their works, 
for they say and do not.”—St. Matthew, 
xxiii. 3.) 

If it be true ‘that a man is soon to ap- 
pear with an extraordinary mission in sci- 
ence, and that, as all things are prepared in 
this world for his coming, we shall certainly 
see him in person ;” how comes it, that 
when he has actually made his appearance 
and proved his mission by revealing a rew 
science that will solve all the problems of 
social and political harmony,—how comes 
it, say, that all the learned world refuse to 
hear him, and absolutely form a coalition of 
obscurzsm to prevent the public from acquir- 
ing a knowledge of his science, or even of his 
existence, though he can prove that he has 
strictly followed the injunctions of our Sa- 
viour, and that he speaks in the simple, 
clear, and natural spirit of mathematical 
truth which children may understand ; and 
the science which he thus reveals will teach 
us how to banish from the earth those hide- 
ous social ulcers, poverty, crime, slavery, 
mercantile fraud, and all the moral evils so 
much loathed in the sight of God ? 

We have many philosophers who speak 
and write piously, because piety is now-a- 
days a political instrument; but it is not so 

easy to find people who are really pious in 
fulfilling the commands of Christ. If our 


philosophers were truly pious, they would 
say, “This theory of attractive industry 
should be carefully examined and tested by 
experience, for, if it be really true and prac- 
ticable, its results would be prodigious.— 
Besides creating wealth in great abundance, 
it would tetally eradicate the germs of revo- 
lution ; and of moral and religious discipline, 
it certainly affords the most secure founda- 
tion. In our present moral theories, we do 
indeed inculcate a love of honest industry, 
but then we must admit that little has been 
done to render it attractive. This author 
says he has discovered the science of at- 
tractive industry in conformity with the na- 
tural impulsions of mankind, and that, be- 
sides being proved by all the principles of 
science, his theory may easily be tested by 
a limited experiment on a single parish con- 
taining three or four hundred families. This 
is a great advantage. compared to the dan- 
gers of political reforms affecting a whole 
nation by every new expemment. Should 
the experiment fail altogether, it will only 
affect a single parish, and if it be found de- 
fective in some of its parts only, we can 
probably correct its defects, and improve it 
as a whole.” 

This would be the language of imparti- 
ality, but it is not to be expected from the 
learned corporations of this boasted centre 
of civilization, Paris. 

The title of ‘‘ Messiah” is, however, as 
applied by M. de Lamartine, in speaking of 
the man whose mission was announced by 
Christ, improperly applied to a mission of 
mere science. John the Baptist was the 
prophet whose mission was that of a pre- 
cursor to Jesus Christ, and. my mission is | 
that of the prophet post-cursor and coadju- 
tor, announced by Christ to solve the Chris- 


speak good things? {or out of the abundance 
oi the heart the mouth speaketh.” —(St. Mat 
xii. 34.) ** Woe unto you, scribes and 
pharisees, hypocrites, for ye are like unto 
whited sepulchres, which indeed appear 
beautiful outward, but are within full of 
dead men’s bones, and of all uncleanness. 
Even so ye also outwardly appear righte- 
ous unto men, but within ye are full of hy- 
pocrisy and iniquity.”——-(St. Matth. xxiii. 
27, 28.) 

These words are truly applicable to those 
philosophers of our day, who laud the pre- 
sent state of civilization as the beau-zdeal 
of society, though it is based on the most 
odious principles, such as the, following, 
which are openly professed : 

‘Tt is absolutely necessary to keep the 
multitude in poverty in order to enrich the 
few, and, not being able to prevent the hor- 
rors of this state of things, we must learn 
to look upon them as necessary evils.” — 
These maxims are indeed worthy of a sect 
which holds the principles of sceptical phi- 
losophy, and publicly asserts ‘* that the mass 


of the people can never be happy until the. 


last of the kings shall have been strangled 
with the gut-strings of the last of priests,” 
and whose watch-word in the work of hu- 
man massacre, is ‘‘ Down with the impos- 
tor,” (écrasez linfime,) meaning Jesus 
Christ. Is it a wonder, then, that these 
philosophers oppose my doctrine, which 
was announced by Christ himself as the m- 
dustrial mechanism of truth and the simple 
spirit of social harmony, to be revealed by 
the interpreter of God’s social code, wHO 
WAS TO COME AFTER CHRIST ? 

Let me not be misunderstood in saying 
this; for I ask nothing for myself, neither 
mediately nor immediately. My mission is 





tian problem, and complete the scientific 
part of human regeneration with respect to 
industry alone and social equity; but I am 
not a Messiah, though the Gazette de 
France, in its furious attacks, accuses me 
of being in pretension both a ‘* God” and a 
«« Messiah.” 

There is nothing mystical in a purely 
scientific mission; and though the function 
of a prophet and coadjutor in human regene- 
ration has fallen to my lot, it is not the mis- 
sion of one specially elected, like John the 


‘but the Father’s which sent me. 


| 


‘things have I spoken unto you, being yet 


to speak the truth, and minister to the Holy 
Ghost. Jesus Christ has said, ** He that 
loveth me not, keepeth not my sayings: 
and the word which ye hear is not mine, 
These 


present with you, hut the comforter, which 
is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will 
send in my name, he shall teach you all 


| things, and bring all things to your remem- 
brance, whatsoever I have said unto you.” 


—(St. John, xiv. 24, 25, 26.) Now the 
literal meaning of the words Holy Ghost 





Baptist, but a mission open to all tue human 
race, any one of whom was free to study 
and interpret the social code of laws devised | 
by God to introduce on earth “ the kingdom | 


of Heaven and its justice,’ whenever /u- | 


man reason should perform the task im- 


being the spirit of truth, itis clear that every 
| principle of truth and harmony is an ema- 
‘nation of the Holy Ghost, or the universal 
‘spirit of truth ; and, in this sense, the sci- 
/ence of social harmony is the social ‘‘ com- 


posed by Christ, of “ seeking till we find; | forter,” explaining all things relating to the 


asking that it may be given; and knocking | 
that it may be opened unto us ;” to see and 
understand the laws of social harmony and 
passional attraction. 


practice of truth and justice upon earth. 
We may again repeat with Christ, that 

“the light is come into the world, and men 

loved darkness rather than light, because 


I have performed this mission in accord- | their deeds were evil.”—(St. John, iii. 19.) 


ance with the bidding of our Saviour, by 
leaving the beaten track of arbitrary specu- 
lation and the tunning of philosophers, of 





whom the world’s Redeemer said,—* O ge- 
neration of v:pers, how can ye, being evil, 


This is true of the present state of philoso- 
phy, containing at least one hundred thou- 
sand different and contradictory systems, 
none of which will bear the light of a com- 
parison with that seience of social mechan- 
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ism and attractive industry it has been my 
lot to discover ; and which consists in har- 
monizing all our instincts and desires by 
means of an industrial and domestic combi- 
nation, the leading springs of which are,— 

1. Regularly graduated scales of discord 

and natural inequalities. 

2. The proper combination of series and 

groups in the functions of industry. 

3. Variety of occupation, and a free choice 

of function, subject only to real skill 

and due qualification. 
Whether this be or be not the true principle 
of industrial mechanism and social harmo- 
ny, there can be no doubt that the present 
age, so frequently convulsed by the disas- 
trous innovations of unsound philosophy, 
has need of some new science to secure sta- 
bility and peaceful progress. After trusting 
to political and moral theories in vain for 
centuries and centuries past in misery, it is 
natural to try another mode of innovation, 
which, if even inefficient, is at least secure 
from danger and convulsion. Those who 
have property at stake ought certainly to 
tire of a philosophy which only serves 
to generate iniquity, and oppose the influ- 
ence of pernicious dsctrines by a principle 
which is, in all respects, the very opposite. 
The arbitrary doctrines of philosophy would 
vanish into darkness and oblivion as soon 
as the real principles of social policy were 
practically tested ; for this is the principle 
of which Christ has said, «« Et porte inferi 
non prevalebunt.” 

What are these ‘Gates of Hell” of which 
he spe ks? there are, at least, two which 
are easily recognized: intolerant philoso- 
phy, and the spirit of self-righteousness 
which is not less intolerant. Both of these 
are worshippers at the same shrine of su- 
perstition: that of a PASSIVE and INERT 
resignation to the principle of evil and the 
horrors of competitive society. The one 
tells us that ** crime and misery are the ne- 
cessary results of civilization, and that we 
must submit to them patiently without ho- 
ping to avoid them;” the other tells us 
‘that we must resign ourselves to suffering 
in this world, in order to obtain our reward 
in the next:” but those who preach these 
doctrines, take very good care not to follow 
them themselves. They invariably secure 
for themselves as much as they can of the 
comforts of life, and then deliberately tell 
their starving brethren to suffer patiently the 
wrongs which they endure. : 

It is no doubt proper to resign ourselves 
with patience and forbearing, as long as so- 
ciety remains ir. ignorance and poverty ; but 
Christ himself has told us that this state of 
things was not to be perpetual, and that it 
was our duty to escape from it as soon as 
possible, by seeking the kingdom of Hea- 
yen and its justice, that all worldly com- 
forts might be added unto us abundantly.— 
He expressly told us also to be active in our 
faith, and not to indulge our idleness in a 
passive and inert resignation to the princi- 
ple of evil; but to seek that mechanism of 








social justice which is now revealed through 
the science of attractive industry and com- 
bined economy. 

What can be the cause of this passive 
and inert resignation to the principle of evil, 
in the church? During eighteen centu- 
ries the ministers of Christ have warned us 
against the baneful doctrines of philosophy ; 
was it not their duty, therefore, to follow 
the injunctions of our Saviour, and seek. till 
they discovered, the science of social har- 
mony, and its principles of truth and prac- 
tical equity? But, supposing their efforts 
to have been constant, thoug inadequate, is 
it not, at least, their duty to protect the man 
who has devoted thirty-eight years of a la- 
borious life to the seeking and discovering 
of the principles of justice and social rege- 
neration ? 

The Church has evidently lost her equi- 
librium: she has been betrayed into the 
hands of vain philosophy ; for those who 
call themselves the « pillars of the Church,” 
are neither more nor less than sceptical 
philosophers. 

What are these scribes of the Gazette, 
but sceptics in disguise, forming a pande- 
monium of obscurism? proscribing every 
attempt at social progress, and supporting 
the monopoly of privilege and sophistry.— 
Its proceedings in 1829 were more scanda- 
lous than those of any other journal pub- 
lished in Paris. It is a well known fact, 
that the most abominable system of intimi- 
dation was used to terrify those amongst the 
public functionaries who did not generally 
purchase the Gazette. 

These pretended champions of religion, 
are betraying both the monarch and the 
Church, for no party is more deeply inte- 
rested in the welfare of the people, than the 
clergy of the Church of Rome, and the 
King of the French nation, who is more or 
less suspected by all the kings of Europe. 

The vessel of St. Peter has evidently lost 
its rudder, for, during the last half century, 
it has been so badly governed, that the cler- 
gy have lost almost all their former influ- 
ence ; and as for the throne of France, it is 
so far humbled, that it dares not venture to 
resist the influence of American chicanery, 
which has recently constrained us to admit 
a doubtful claim upon our treasury. 

All parties, then, are equally interested 
in the progress of truth and general prospe- 
rity; and, as all the schemes of fanciful 
philosophy have failed, it is but rational 
to expect a contrary result from the practi- 
cal application of those principles which 
are, in all their bearings, the very opposite 
of incoherency and individualism. 

It is in vain for the blind members of the 
Church to think, that if it were possible to 
establish harmony and justice in society, 
Christ himself would have revealed to us 
the science of its organization ; for, [ have 
already proved that he commanded us to 
seek it in ourselves, and by the aid of Au- 
man reason, in connexion with an ACTIVE 
faith in Providence and all his promises. 














Ministers of the Church,—you whose 
mission it is to call sinners to repentance— 
are you not sinning, yourselves, against the 
doctrines of Christianity ? By adopting the 
tactics of sceptical obscurism, and opposing 
my theory by your premeditated silence, are 
you not opposing the will of your master, 
who announced the scientific mission of hu- 
man regeneration ? 

You are witnesses to the declining influ- 
ence of Christian principles and the spread- 
ing influence of mystical and sceptical phi- 
losophy ; and though you may deem these 
systems of philosophy too absurd to be ge- 
nerally introduced, still it is your duty to be 
active in your opposition; for the general 
aberrations of material and inductive phi- 
losophy may give rise to sects whose doc- 
trines would be no less offensive than the 
Atheism of the Owenites, and the spoliating 
tendencies of St. Simonism in its doctrines 
of inheritance. If you remain blind to the 
duties of your mission, you will shortly 
have in Europe as many heterogeneous sects 
of religious doctrines as there are in Ameri- 
ca, and civil war is almost the inevitable 
product of this religious anarchy. 

In this dilemma, your only safety lies in 
bringing into practical consistence my prtin- 
ciples, which will rapidly supersede the in- 
fluence of your natural enemies, the scepti- 
cal philosophers. 

You need not be alarmed at the risk of 
fostering an error; for, one single experi- 
ment would prove it to be true or false with- 
out endangering the present constitution of 
society. Remember, also, that the most 
useful discoveries have been generally ill 
received at first: the simple grain of coffee, 
and that very useful root the potato, were 
prohibited as porsons, by the learning of a 
Parliament. The first inventors of steam- 
engines were most of them insulted, and 
some of them were even put to death. Co- 
lumbus was banished for announcing even 
the probable existence of a New Continent, 
and the thunder of an excommunication was 
hurled upon his head from the Holy See of 
Rome ; then, surely, you should pause be- 
fore you condemn. 

And yet, we ean hardly expect to find 
wisdom and discernment in the Church, 
when we see the Universal Bishop stigma- 
tising equally both friends andfoes. In the 
last index, published at Rome, we find 
names classed together without any rule of 
justice. The Church, in her distress, has 
lost her mental equlibriam and discernment. 
She has inconsiderately classed the name 
of the celebrated Christian poet, De Lamar- 
tine, with that of St. Simon, the avowed 
opponent of the Roman clergy; and to make 
the matter worse, my name has been con- 
nected with the enemies of property, al- 
though my principles would introduce at 
least twenty-four new sources of security 
to private property, in addition to those 
which are already in existence. 

It isa strange anomaly, that the Chris- 
tian Pontiff should denounce the only man 
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who has demonstrated, by mathematic 1eve- 
lation, the necessary existence of a God, 
and the universality of Providence. Before 


my discovery, the very existence of Deity 


was questioned in the name of science ; but 
this delusion of Atheism, arising fiom the 
aberrations of reason, is now completely 
dissipated in the sphere of real science. 

These errors of the Church prove that 
vain philosophy has stolen its way into the 
Vatican, and the bewildered Pope of Rome 
is now the dupe of scepticism. 

This language may be deemed severe, 
but no one has so good a right as I to call 
the Church to an account for her neglect of 
duty. lam, perhaps the only innovator, 
having every chance of founding a new re- 
ligious sect, who has not thought of coing 
such a thing. My dectrine satisfies, at 
once, the natura! desires of both soul and 
body, in this world and in the next: I have 
had, therefore, several chances of founding 
a religious sect, which no man ever had be- 
fore. 


But my mission is not to create a new | 


sect; in fact, I look upon all religious 
schisms as brands of discord: and, as my 
task is to conciliate all parties in both 
Church and State, by the institution of at- 
tractive industry and social equity, 1 am 
opposed to all the arts of policy which 
would cause disturbance, and class me 
amongst mere turbulent agitators. I disa- 
vow also, beforehand, whoever might, 
when I am gone, make any such abuse of 
my conciliatory principles, which serve in- 
variably the interests of all parties. 

[To those who have “ ears to hear,’ and 
‘‘ eyes to see,” nothing can be more beauti- 
fully clear than Fourier's elucidation of the 
Gospel; but many there are, within and 
without the pale of the Christian Church, 
whose mental vision is too much obscured 
to recognize the light. The Church itself 
has long been more or less eclipsed by ne- 
gative philosophy ; but soon, we feel con- 
vinced, the shadow of uncertainty will gra- 
dually vanish, and leave the type of unity 
to're-assert her mission by dispensing light 
and heat, in spirit and in truth, to all the 
human race.] | 

ceuetipapycs 
From the Spirit of the Age. 
ASSOCIATION. 
Visit to Greenville, Pa.— Lectures—Associ- 
ation not Infidelity. 


Mr. Fostrer—aAccording to my promise, 
I now proceed to give you a very brief state- 
ment of my visit to, and lectures at West 
Greenville, Mercer Co., Pa., on the subject 
of Association. 

West Greenville is a beautiful town, in 
the north-west part of Mercer Co., on the 
Shenango Creek. The Beaver Division of 
the canal runs through it. Not only is the 
town very handsome, and the valley in 
which it is, very rich, but the adjacent 
country, is also fertile and beautiful to the 
eye. The town is 73 miles; by the canal, 
from. Bridgewater on the Ohio. 

West Greenville contains about 900 in- 
habitants; and the mechanics of the place 


_portment. 
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I do not think are exceeded by those of any | of the tree. The word of God, as a flaming: 


other, for intelligence, skill, and correct de- | sword turning every way, rare. even to 
the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and 
Owing to your valuable paper, the citi- | discerning the secret thoughts and interite 
zens got to know something of the move- | of the heart, will not let us enter into rest, 
ments going on in Association, and they did | exept through obedience in Christ Why 
me the favor to ask me to visit their town, | should we not enter at once? now is the 
for the purpose of delivering lectures on| accepted time! All those who are living 
this great subject, which so nearly and} members of Christ, are co-members ef one 
deeply interests humanity. With unfeigned | body. They form a new Socretary Man. 
pleasure did J accede to their request. This is the design of the Deity prefigured in 
I delivered two lectures on Thursday the | the formation of the first Adam, and the in- 
6th inst., two on the day following, and con- | carnation of Christ, our God and Saviour. 
cluded my remarks on saturday afternoon, | As therefore this is the design of God, the 
by reading letters from Mr. Thornburgh, of ; state of society, symbolized by the body of 
the Ohio Phalanx, and Mr. Macdaniel of | Sones, is true and necessary, and as Jeho- 
New York. Mr. Macdaniel had greatly! vah, infinite in power and in goodness, 
obliged me, by writing me a long and ex- | works for us in it, it is practicable and easy. 
cellent letter, giving a particular statement | It is the fragmentary state of the fallen 
of the progress of Association; and his and| man, driven from Eden, which is unnatu- 
Mr. Thornburgh’s letters were very gratify- | ral and difficult. 
ing to the meeting. As regards the curse upon the ground, 


1 had understood that some objection ex- | this is a consequence of the expulsion of* 


isted at West Greenville against Association, | disobedient man, from paradise or his rest 
on the supposition that it was an infidel | in Christ. We must be at unity with God, 








/movement. I therefore, in my first lecture | in his works of creation or nature, if we 
confined myself to the consideration of the | would have this curse removed. All cur- 


religious objections against Association. [) ses from the Lord are actual blessings, be- 
told the meeting that I should not oceupy | ing intended to give us an desired end.— 
their attention by refuting the objection ef | Jeremiah xxix., 11. The Babylonish cap- 
infidels against the science—because infidels | tivity was a curse; yet its design was to 
opposed Christianity, as well as Social Sei- | cause the Jews to call upon the Lord, to 
ence; but I would take up the three objec- | pray to him, and to be restored to his favor 
tions of well-meaning religious people, and | and to their Jand, and this was the consum- 
show them to be unfounded. ‘These three | mation. So the curse upon the earth, while 
objections were, 1. The representative head- | we live in disobedience to the laws of God, 
ship and fall of Adam; 2. The curse upon | is an actual blessing, having the design to 
the ground; and 3. The total depravity of | lead us back to Eden. Where society is 
the unregenerate heart. However paradoxi- | fragmentary and subversive, one man builds 
cal it might seem to them, I stated thatthese|a house and another dwells therein, one 
three objections against Social Science, were | man plants a vineyard and another eats the 
the threefold foundation upon which I in-| grapes thereof; in short, the workman is 
tended to prove the truth, necessity, and | defrauded of his recompense. (Deut. xxviil., 
easy practicability of the Social Reform. | 29-37.) But when we see the curse and 
Adam was our representative head. The| the blessing, and return to God, then the 
creation of his individual body was and is a/ land is again blessed and fruitful. Deut. 
type of the true Social organization or Socie- | xxx., 9. 
tary Man, designed by the Lord,tobe formed| England, Scotland and Wales yield in ag- 
by the combination as co-members one with | ricultural productions alone, in one year, 
another, of all the members of the human | more than 500 millions sterling, yet the land 
family. Adam’s body formed of the dust of | is, notwithstanding, cursed there to the la- 
the ground, before it was quickened by the | boring man,—the men who do the work— 
breathing of the Lord, is a type of unregene- | because society is subversive. 
rate man,—but his living body, quickened| [| illustrated my position by the demon- 
by the divine influx, is a type or representa-| stration of Fourier concerning deserts, 
tive of the Souls of Men, and of the Socie- | marshes, tempests and other causes of pub- 
tary man, made alive by the spirit of the | lic calamity and destruction of human life, 
Saviour. J showed this by reference to di- | showing that the earth must be subject to 
vers passages of scripture, and by the fact | the divine curse, and man cannot exercise 
that Christ is called the last Adam, or se-| dominion over it until all the members of 
cond Man. The formation of the first Adam, |the human family become one Societary 
his being put in the garden of Eden, his| Man, prefigured by the physical body of the 
spouse being taken from his pierced side, | incarnate Jesus. 
the river which went from Eden, and be-| In regard to the third objection, viz: to- 
came into four heads,—all these I compared | tal depravity, [ admitted and strongly in- 
with the second Adam, the Lord from Hea- | sisted upon the fact, that men are totally 
ven, his being placed in Judah, which un- | depraved in all their thoughts and actions, 
der the Mosaic despensation, was separated | while existing in subversive society, and op- 
from the world, and planted with command- } posing a change to societary unity in Christ. 
ments of righteousness, his being cast| There are three unities,—unity of man with 
into the sleep of death, and his church or! God, unity of man with man, as societary 
bride being taken from his bleeding side and | man,—and unity of man with the laws 
presented to him, and the rivers of righte-| which the Deity has assigned to Nature ;— 
ousness flowing thence, north, south, east | these three unities are necessary to destroy 
and west, viz: into all the Nations of the | the tetal depravity of man; and Now is the 
earth. accepted time, when we see the evils which 
Christ, the second Adam, is our represen- | afflict us, to escape from them. 
tative head, as well as the first Adam; and| I also admittod and urged that mere social 
the second Adam came to bring us back into | organization cannot make a living man,-~ 
the paradise of God, and to give us to eat} we must have the spirit of Christ. but 
of the tree of life in the midst of the garden, | this spirn is promised. Seek, and ye shall 
from which the first Adam, by transgres- | find; ask, and it shall be given. John the 
sion, had been driven, that he might not eat | Baptist, went before Christ, making prepa- 
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ration for the spirit. When Ezekiel pro- 
hecied to the dry bones, (Ezek. 37-8,) the 
fees came each to his proper bone in place, 
and then the sinews and the flesh came, and 
afterwards the skin before the breath. But 
the breath did also come in due time ; and 
the bones became a living and exceeding 
great army. 
Thus the three objections of the repre- 





sentative headship and fall of Adam,—the 
curse upon the ground,—and the total de- 
pravity of dismembered man,—are three 
substantial proofs demonstrating that the 
new Social Organization offered for our ac- 
ceptance in Christ, as eo-members of his 
risen living bedy, is true in itself,—neces- 
sary in the nature of things,—and of easy 
anh happy practicability. The sooner we 
adopt it the better. For the axe is now laid 
to the roots of nations; and this remedy of 
societary regeneration in Christ, is pacific 
and constructive and the only refuge from 
the calamities which threaten us. 

As my discourses were extemporaneous, I 





give you only the heads and purport of my 
observations; not the identical words used | 
by me. | 

The second and third lectures, at West: 
Greenville, were designed to give an expo- | 
sition of the discovery of Charles Founer, | 
and to elucidate the principles of his Social | 
Science. 

His centre principle is this; the Deity | 
being One and Inrinire and Harmontovs, | 
and all creation, as proceeding from the | 
hand of the Deity, being a reflex, image, or | 
impression of the one harmonious and infi- | 
nite Mind of the Deity, it is evident that all | 
creation must contain within itself a princi- | 
ple of oneness, or unity and harmony. In| 
other words, there exists an universal ana- 
logy or harmony in every order of creation ; 
and itis the duty of man to discover (not to 
invent nor fabricate) but to discover the va- 
rious groups and divisions or series, ascend- 
ing and descending, of this universal divine 
harmony, and place himself in obedience to, 
and conformity with the law or mind of 
God. 

Fourier’s Science of Universal Unity or 
Harmony, is built upon these three unities 
or trinity in unity. 

ist. The unity of man with God. 

2d. The unity of man with man. 

3d. The unity of man with the universe, 
(including all the laws which, under the 
command of the one God, govern the mate- 
rial world.) 

it was manifest, therefore, that those per- 
sons fell into, or committed a very great er- 
ror, who charged Fourier with irreligion ; 
for the whole oi his science is founded on 
the Divine Mind; and Fourier expressly 
holds that all departments of human society 
and industry must as radii be directed to the 
Deity as the centre. His doctrine that Man 
can never be at perfect and predestined 
unity, or one-ness, until we possess the three 
unities viz : with God,—with our fellow men 
—and with the physical laws of existence 
—is a correct, indisputable doctrine; and if 
controvertists think that Fourier was under 
a misapprehension in his views of some 
truths, they should not, on that account, be 
indifferent to, nor hinder the great, vast and 
magnificent movement now going on for the 
redemption and regeneration of the world ; 
but with honest motives, they should throw 
themselves int» that movement as zealous 
co-workers, and with christian spirit, cor- 
rect what they deem wrong, and supply 
what they may see deficient. Fourier 
already done more than any other mere 














man; let those who come after, complete 
and perfect what he las so happily begun. 
The Associationists in this country, do not 
bind themselves, blindly nor sabmissively, 
to the teaching of any Master; they call 
themselve’ not Fourerites, although they 
gratefully acknowledge their obligations to 
that really great man ; but they term them- 
selves AMERICAN ASSOCIATIONISTS, and 
what they can prove and approve they re- 
ceive and retain as unshaken parts of sci- 
ence; but whatever will not bear the tests 
of experiment and sound argument, they 
reject. As Fourier’s system purports to be 
a demonstration, or a science, and not a 
scheme, it must be apparent that any truth 
which he lays down cannot be departed 
from safely; for truth is one and harmoni- 
ous: we should, therefore, be careful not to 
reject any part of the discoveries of Fourier, 
without just cause. Every division into 
groups or series, which is an essential fea- 
ture in the Social Science, must be in con- 
formity with the natural laws ; and as these 
laws were long and deeply studied by Fou- 
rier, we should, in common prudence, delight 
to learn from him. 


abolish Slavery not in the South only, but 
in the North, the Middle and the West, 
with all colors of complexion and every 
where ; it is impossible for me, in this very 
brief and hasty outline, to do any thing 
more than state some of my points,—en- 
treating the attention of your readers, as I 
did of my hearers at West Greenville, to the 
| published works of Associationists. 
‘ Lavailed myself of the illustrations by 
Fourier, of the notes of music, and the pris- 
| matic colors of solar light, 10 convince the 
| audience that there may be elements of uni- 
ty and harmony, unappreciated by persons 
who have not bestowed attention upon them,. 
but which when once placed in nght posi- 
tions and combinations by knowledge and 
science, produce the most delightful effects. 
So it is with the shades of prismatic colors 
of human character and disposition, or the 
notes of the diatonic scale of the human 
heart, viz: the passions. Nothing that God 
has made is wrong in itself; our sins are 
in the abuse of our passions, sentiments, or 
faculties, and not in our mental constitution 
as derived from the Creator. Let us sound 
our passions, as the notes of music are 











In this connexion of my subject, | spoke! sounded, in harmony with the divinely ap- 


of the manner in which Fourier came to the 
knowledgeof his System of Harmony; of the 
radical, total and all-separating differences 
between his Social Science, and Owenism 
and St. Simonism. I spoke also of the Sakn- 
eateles community in New York, and of the 
movement of other Reformers in communi- 
ty, and the Christian zeal and love of John 
O. Wattles, and of his great success. Mr. 
Wattles and his brethren had not rejected 
the revelation in the Holy Scriptures, nor 
did they consider it as a partial revelation, 
but a revelation to be declared and preached 
to the universal family of man, and for 
gathering all to God. But, as I differed 
from the understanding which I had of his 
views in regard to the rights of self-defence, 
and of governinent, and I thought that the 
reorganization of society must be based upon 
the whole nature of man, I gave my prefe- 
rence to the science disclosed by Fourier.— 
Each movement had its ardent friends. Let 
each proceed in its holy and benevolent 
march, with christian and brotherly emula- 
tion, inciting each other to greatre diligence 
and purity. 

There are three elements of production, 
labor, capital and skill, or science. Fouri- 
er’s Social Harmony protects them a//, and 
unites the whole three in a common interest. 
We wage no war against Capital. On the 
contrary, capital is the accumulation or evi. 
dence of past labor, and should be protected 
as well as presentlabor. So far from wish- 
ing to diminish the stores or security of ca- 
pital, we wish to enlarge them: for the 
richest man is poor and insecure compared 
with what his condition would be in Asso?’ 
ciation. The rich do not enough consider 
this. In Association, the position of each 
individual is a co-member of the great So- 
cietary Man, knit together with one spirit 
in the Lord, would be more majestic than 
that of the wealthiest monarch, in subver- 
sive society. Capital can never be secure 
until united in association with labor and 
science ; the three, combined in a just unity, 
are unassailable. 

As my second and third lectures, each of 
which was of considerable length, were de- 
voted to an exposition of the System of 
Fourier, its division into natural groups and 
Series, its various and powerful attractions, 
and incalculable economies, its inevitable 


efiect to render industry pleasurable, and to 


| pointed and natura] laws, and all will then 


| be harmony; we should not complain that 


there are dissonants in the human soul, 
any more than that there are discords in 
music. 

Much of the third lecture was occupied by 
a description of the excellent effect of Fou- 
rier’s Science, in ensuring the fullest educa- 
tion, physical, moral and intellectual of 
children. But I can now only name this 
immensely important interest. 

While other plans of social reonganiza- 
tion are partial and defective, and many of 
them violent and tumultuous, Fourier’s has 
this advantage, that it embraces al! the wants 
and the entire Constitution of man, and is 
peaceable, pleasurable and conservative ; 
for it erects other and better modesof living, 
before it pulls down the existing securities. 

The Fourth Lecture was appropriated to 
the development of the law of progress and 
actual advancement in Society. 

We may compare the growth of Society 
or collective Mankind, in its different ages 
or eras, to the growth of an individual man, 
from his infancy upwards. Looking at the 
history of mankind from the creation to the 
present day, we shall find that the Deity 
has been educating society upwards from its 
original infancy, to its ripening maturity. 

The parent takes an infant in her arms, 
and only gradually accustoms it to use and 
depend upon its limbs for its own locomo- 
tion and defence. So God, the father of 
Man, took Adam and the infant state of 
society in his arms, by miraculous interpo- 
sitions and instruction, and only gradually 
accustomed infant society to use its own 
natural powers. I believe the Bible account 
of the creation of our first parents, and that 
God conversed with Adam in the garden. 
The very long lives of the Antediluvians, 


human family, in that infant condition of 
society, more readily to emerge from men- 
tal weakness, and toaccumulate knowledge.* 
The mental vigor ef Society, at subsequent 
dates, was greater than in the infant state : 
the human mind does not degenerate ; its 





* Mr. Van Amringe should remembe also, 
that the names of the patriarchs do not apply 
to individuals only, but to whole tribes, each 
Eni of some idea or passion.— 

DS. X. 





were designed, I question not, to enable the — 
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energies increase. The years by which the 
lives of the Antediluvians were reckoned, 
{ believe were of the same kindas the years 
employed for stating the ages of the patri- 
arch Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. For Noah 
lived 350 years after the deluge, and died 
only about two years before Abraham was 
born. Terah, the father of Abraham, was 
‘70 years old at the birth of Abraham, and 
died at the age of 205. Can we have any 
hesitation in believing that Terah’s years 
were of the same kind as the years by which 
Noah's age was computed? Why then 
should we deny that Abraham’s 175 years, 
Isaac’s 180, or Jacob’s 147, were all] of the 
same character? Abraham derived his 
knowledge of past transactions from Terah, 
who obtained his tradition from Noah, and 
thus the history of former ages was correct- 
ly and accurately handed down to Moses. 


These circumstances will account for the 


degree of knowledge, and the form of socie- | 


ty which existed at the building of Babel. 
They were the relics of bygone ages; and 
from the same principle, we shall at this 


tests between Rome and the Emperors of 
Germany facilitated the independence of 
cities in the North of Italy; hence in that 
country, as early as the 11th or 12th centa- 
ry, Slaves had very sensibly decreased. The 
change was followed in other parts of 
Europe until at last predial slavery wore 
itself out, or rather a new era was intro- 
duced with new improvements in arts and 
sciences. For the state of the spirit of the 
world gives a shape or form to the outward 
condition of the world. 

The truth of this position is enforced by 
tracing the course of events from the inven- 
tion of the art of printing, the taking of 
Constantinople by the Turks, and the revi- 
val of learning, to the improvement in na- 
vigation, commerce and manufactures, the 
settlement of new countries, and the cha- 
racter of modetn ievolutions, policy, man- 
| ners and agitatious. 











, hew age, distinguished beyond all others. 
| The magnificent discoveries in the science 
of Chemistry and of the application of steam 


contributed to make! The greater the 
wealth they produce, the greater their suf- 
ferings ; for the more that the market is 


| overstocked from. the excessive work of 


falsely competing factories, the less demand 
there is for the continuance of manual la- 
bor: more of the operatives are then driven 
from employment, and those who are re- 
‘tained, are reduced in wages. Besides 
through the channels of commerce, and the 
facilities of inland communication, the whole 
industry of all nations is made tributary to 
, the country in which the greatest pauper 
| population, the largest capital, and the most 
/powerful machinery are resident; in our 
‘own country, Eastern merchants are in- 
| debted: to England, country store-keepers to 
| Eastern merchants, and farmers to these 
| storekeepers; and thus the wealth of the 
nation is drained through innumerable chan- 
nels into foreign coffers; and our domestic 





But with the present century, bege.n a workmen, not in the service of Factor Ca- 


| pitalists, may perchance, get some odd job 
‘or so at mending, but daily their occupation 
|as independent and master workmen is be- 


day see vestiges of the same pristine history, | power to machinery, have thrown the world | © ming less secure. 


conveyed by the descent and circulation of | 


traditions through all nations of the earth. 

i, [t is a mistaken notion that society has 
ever or can ever by its own energies and 
mental talents educate itseli upward from 
savage to civilized and refined life. The 


direction is downward and not upward; | 
mankind Jeft to themselves fall and sink | 


deeper and more deeply ; they do not as- 


cend. To meliorate the condition of any | 
nation, requires the miraculous interposition — 


ot Providence, or the action of an eternal 


agency, directed as an instrument in the | 
hands of the Deity, for his own wise pur- | 


poses. If any one will candidly consider, 
he will perceive that che Deity, all through 
the histories of Nations has been pleased to 
use the agency of Nation upon Nation or 
Empires as the great means, under his own 
especial providence, for breaking up the 
footholds of error and vice, and establishing 
the principles and spread of his all-glorious 
truths, It has been so from the age of Ne- 
buchadnezzar to that of Napoleon: it is 
always so. The French Revolution, fear- 
ful, bloody, demoniac as it was, served as a 
scourge, a rod in the hand of the Lord, by 
which he smote and dashed the nations 
against each other, and prepared them for 
great things. We cannot be blind to this 
act. 

From the earliest known transactions to 
the present day, the great mass of the hu- 
man family has been in a state of slavery. 
The Barbarian Nations which were overrun 
by Greece and Rome, held their fellow men 
in bondage—the most abject bondage ; and 
the people who formed the conquering na- 
tions, were themselves the slaves of their 
monarchs. Who were the boasted freemen 
of Greece and Rome? Some few soldiers 
who had arms tn their hands! Christianity, 
when it became united with the State, was 
corrupted and ceased to give a true light. But 
notwithstanding, corrupted as it was, it 
modified very beneficially the condition of 
slavery,—slavery from being personal be- 
came predial or landed, until with the en- 
largement of arts and sciences, commerce 
introduced new orders, and then, in process 
of time, as the barons had formed leagues 
against their monarchs, so commercial cities 
formed leagues of burghers and merchants 
against kings and barons. The very cor- 
ruptions of persons claiming the name and 
power of the Christian Church, were made 
instrumental in extending liberty. The con- 


have brought Nations, Territories and De- 
| partments into such close contact with each 
| other, have excited all the agencies not na- 
tions only, but of individual men every 
_ where, into such near, eager and active ri- 
| Valries and operations, that already the 
ihe of money contro]s all others, and 
| slavery to capital, is fast taking the place 
_ of the former predial and personal bondages. 
The raG Barons are now the feudal lords 
of the time, and the monster Bank in Lon- 
don is the Supreme Liege Lord. The ine- 
| vitable tendency of the state of things, in 
subversive society as now constituted, is to 
make the few rich and the many poor; and 
there is no help for the people but at once 
to go into Association on principles oi 
united interests, and naturally distributed 
and attractive industry. The wars now to 
be feared are not the wars of Nations under 
martial kings, as formerly ; for bankers and 
stock jobbers do not like wars. Mammon 
is a power above kings. The warring mo- 
narchs now are bankers and monopolists ; 





_ their armies are bands of speculators ; their 
| inroads are made upon the productions of 
the working people, and their conquests 
and desolations are felt in commercial and 
financial distress and revulsions in general 
bankruptcy, and the haggard misery of the 
mass. 

We oilten hear it said that machinery 
works for the benefit of the operatives. In 
a true state of society this would be so ; but 
that the reverse is ‘he fact in society found- 
ed on principles of false competition, as the 
present, is undeniable. Suppose a man has 
five hundred persons in his employ, and by 
improvement in machinery, he can dispense 
with three hundred of them. These three 
hundred immediately become competitors 
for employment, against the two hundred 
that are retained; and as they must have 
work or perish, their wages are brought 
down to the starving point ; feed us, and 
give us a miserable shelter for our families 
and we will work for you,—we fear to 
starve! Living flesh and blood, needing 
daily food and clothing and shelter, are 
brought into unnatural competition with the 
wood and iron of machinery working by 
steam, and can we be surprised at the fatal 
and deadly results,—at the sight of the ma- 
ny and increasing tens of thousands perish- 
ing by hunger, in the midst of the very 





| abundance, which their own hands have 


so far forward in resources and wealth, 


In England, the great workshop of all 
‘nations, the men who produce the wealth 
iare starving,—literally sTarvine ; and on 
| some occasions, their dead and famished 
bodies have been found in the fields, their 
| tongues stained with the green grass which 
| they had devoured, in the agonizing effort 
to sustain life. Most horrible! wiil not 
the judgement of God, visit a state of socie- 
ty, upon which such evils and crimes are 
entailed? And yet the rich man says vir- 
| tually,—am I my brother’s keeper! 

| But my limits in your paper do not per- 
mit me to state the particulars of the obser- 
vations which were made, to exhibit the in- 
creasing misery and poverty of the mass, 
with the increase of productive machinery 
and capital in a nation. Robert Dale Ow- 
en’s most excellent pamphlet on WeaLtH 
and Misery, places this truth in a startli 
clearness. Most certainly, the doom of the 
present falsely competitive and subversive 
form of society, is pronounced,—the hand- 
| writing is against it on the wall,—it must 
perish and pass away for ever. 

Association will, it must thrive! It is the 
appointed order of social organization pre- 
figured in the body of the first Adam, and 
the incarnation of the second. I is builton 
the rock of ages,—the eternal truth of God, 
and although particular societies at the out- 
set, from the difficulties of a first undertak- 
ing and a pioneer movement may fail, yet 
eventually the cause will prosper, for the 
word and the power oi God fight for it. 


| 











I have now given you a brief sketch of 
the substance, not the words of my lectures 
at West Greenville. The lectures were 
delivered in the Congregational Church, 
and well attended by large numbers of the 
men and women of the borough and adja- 
cent country. A deep and strong interest 





was excited by the importance of the sub- 
ject; and although I am but a poor lecturer, 
and unfit to do justice to the great doctrine 
on which | spoke, yet the truths to which 
I referred, being strong and plain within 
themselves, found their own way to the 
hearts of the people. I am confident that 
very many of the citizens of West Green- 
ville will be found ready and efficient work- 
men in one or other of the great social 
movements now progressing in the world 
for the happy redemption of the entire race 
of man. .H. Van Amnince. 





Pittsburgh, Pa., June 18, 1844. 
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THE PHALANX. 








For the Phalanx. 
THE ALPHADELPHIA ASSOCIATION, 

Ann Arzpor, May 20th, 1844. 
Gentiemen : Your readers will no doubt 
be’ pleased! to learn every important move- 
ment regarding Industrial Association ; and 
therefore I send you an account of the pre- 
sent condition of the Alphadelphia Associa- 
tidn, to the organization of which all my 
time has been devoted since the beginning 

of last December. 


The Association heldits first annual meet- 
ing on the second Wednesday in March, 
and at the close of a session of four days, 
during which its constitution, &c. as a so- 
ciety were perfected, and about eleven hun- 
dred persons, including children and adults, 
admitted to membership, adjourned to meet 
on the Domain on the first of May. Its 
officers repaired immediately to the place 
selected last winter for the domain, and after 
overcoming great difficulties, secured the 
deeds of two thousand eight hundred and 
fourteen acres of land, nine hundred and 
twenty-seven of which is under cultivation, 
at a cost of thirty-two thousand dollars.— 
This gives us perfect control over an im- 
mense water power, and our land debt is 
only five thousand seven hundred and se- 
venty-six dollars, (the greater portion of the 
land having been invested in stock,) to be 
paid out of a proposed capital of two hun- 
dred and forty thousand dollars, fourteen 
thousand of which is to be paid in cash 
during the summer and autumn. More 
land adjoining the domain has since been 
tendered as stock, but we have as much as 
we ¢an use at present, and do not wish to 
increase our taxes, and diminish our first 
annual dividend too much. It will all come 
in as soon as wanted. At our last meeting 
the number of members was increased to 
upwards of thirteen hundred, and more than 
one hundred applicants were rejected, be- 
éatise there seemed to be no end, and we 
became almost frightened at the namber.— 
Among our members are five Millwrights, 
six Machinists, Furnacemen, ‘Printers, Ma- 
nufactuters of cloth, paper, &c. and almost 
every other kind of mechanics you can 
mention, besides farmers in abundance. 

Farming and gardening were commenced 
on'the domain about the middle of April, 
and two weeks since, when I came away, 
there were seventy-one adult male and more 
than half that number of adult female labo- 
rers on the ground, and more constantly ar- 
riving. We shall not however be able to 
accommodate more than about two hundred 
resident members this season. 


There is much talk about the formation 
of other Associations in this State, (Michi- 
gan,) and I am well convinced that others 
will be formed next winter. The fact is, 
men have lost all confidence. in each other, 
and those who have studied the theory of 
Association, are desirous of escaping from 
the present hollow-hearted state of civilized 
society, in which fraud and heartless com- 


petition grind the more-noble-minded of our 
| citizens to the dust. ) 
The Alphadelphia Association will not 
commence building its mansion this season, 
but several groups have been organized to 
erect a two story wooden building, five 
hundred and tweenty-three feet long, in- 
cluding the wings, which will be finished 
the coming fall, so as_to answer for dwell- 
ings till we can build a mansion, and after- 
wards may be converted into a silk establish- 
ment or shops. The principal pursuit this 
year, besides putting up this building, will 
be farming, and preparing for erecting a fur- 
nace, sawmill, machine shop, &. We 
have more than a hundred thousand feetsof 
lum ber on hand, and a sawmill, which we 
took as stock, is running day and night.— 
The fact is, 1 do not see any obstacle to 
our future prosperity. Our farmers have 
plenty of wheat on the ground. We have 
teams, provision—all we ought to desire on 
the domain; and more than all, since the 


we are perfectly ynited, and have never yet 
had an angry discussion on any subject.— 
We have religious meetings twice a week, 
and preaching at least once, and shall have 
schogls very soon. If God be for us—of 
which we have sufficient evidence—who 
can prevail againt us? 

Our domain is certainly unrivalled in its 
advantages in Michigan, possessing every 
kind of soil that can be found in the State. 
Ow people are moral, religious and indus- 
trious, having been actually engaged in ma- 
nual labor, with few exceptions, all their 
days. 
outhouses will stand, is a most beautiful 
level plain, that wants no gradifig, extend- 
ing neatly a mile in every direction, which 
can be irrigated by a constant stream of 
water flowing from a lake. Between it 
and the river is another plain, twelve feet 
lower, on which our manufactories may be 
set in any desirable position. Our mill race 
is half dug by nature, and can be finished, 
according to the estimate of the State Engi- 
neer, for eighteen hundred dollars, giving 
five and a half feet fall without a dam, 
which may be raised by a grant from the 
Legislature, adding three feet more, and 

affording water power sufficient to drive 
fifty pair of millstones. A very large spring, 
brought nearly a mile in pipes, will rise 
nearly fifty feet at our mansion. The Cen- 
tral Railroad runs across our domain. We 
have a great abundance of first rate timber, 
and land as rich-as any in the State. 

Our Constitution is liberal, and secures 
the fullest individual! freedom and indepen- 
dence. Whilst capital is fully protected in 
its rights and guarrantied in its interests, it 
is not allowed to exercise an undue control 
or in the least degree encroach on personal 





could possibly manifest itself in Associa- 
tion. 

As we proceed I will inform-you of our 
progress, H. R, SCHETTERLY, 











location of the buildings has been decided, | 


The place where the mansion and. 


liberty, even if this too common tendency 





Tue Cugistian Examiner.—This able 
and ed periodical—the organ of the 
Unitarian Christians—contains, in the July 
number, an article on the doctrine of Fou- 
rier. It is a very imperfect view of the 
subject, although comparatively favorable 
to us, and exceedingly kind and courteous 
in its spirit. We are pleased to see the 
editors of that Review disposed to discuss 
all questious of human interest with candor 
and large-mindedness. If they proceed 
in this temper, they will doubtless soon 
perceive that the higher philosophy of 
Fourier, is the true universal and recon- 
ciling philosophy of Christianity. It must 
be borne in mind, however, that so grand 
and mighty a subject is not to be compre- 
hended at a glance. We shali take up this 
essay of the Examiner as soon as we have 
disposed of Mr. Brownson. 


en 


SocraL Rerorm, or an appeal in Behalf of 
Association, based upon the Principles 
of Pure Christianity. By James Boyle. 
Northampton Association, Mass. 

We have received this little pamphlet too 
late to review it, or express an opinion as to 
its merits, but will do so in our next num- 
ber. 

sheila iame 

Tue CierMonT PHaanx celebrated the 
Fomth with great spirit. A «steamboat, 
chartered for the purpose, conveyed 500 
persons from Cineinnati to the Domain, 
thirty miles distant; and more than one 
thousand were present at the celebration. 
John White, of Cincinnati, was the Reader, 
and T. W. Whitley, late of this city, the 
Orator of the Day. All partook of an ex- 


‘cellent collation, prepared by the Pioneers, 


and great enthusiasm prevailed. 


a 


Apvocate oF Peace for June absblty 
1844. Boston, Mass.—The crowded state 
of our columns prohibits an extended notice 
of this little messenger of peace and its in- 
teresting contents ; but we hope in our next 
to be able to address a few thoughts upon 
the great subject of Universal: Peace, of 
which it is the advocate as the organ of 
the American Peace Society. All we 
can now say is, that the deep hold which 
the principles and sentiment of Peace is now 
taking of the hearts and minds of Christian 
nations, is one of the most beautiful traits 
of the age in which we live, and is the sure 
prelude to that happy era—* the reign of 
heaven on earth,”—promised, prayed for, 
and prepared by the Prince of Peace.— 
‘* Blessed are the peace-makers.” 








NORTH AMERICAN PHALANX, 


Monmouth Co. N. J. (Address Leedsville, 
P. O.) 35 miles from New York, via steam- 
boat ORUS, from Fulton Market to Red 
Bank daily during the summer. Mr. ED- 
WARD GILES is the aceredited Agent of 
the Phalanx in New York, and may be.con- 
sulted on its business from 3 1-2 to 6 o’elock 
P. M. at his residence, No. 122 Walker-st. 











